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Luke 20:1-8 
 
Verse 1-2 
One day as he was teaching the people in the temple courts and preaching 
the gospel, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, together with the 
elders, came up to him. “Tell us by what authority you are doing these 
things,” they said. “Who gave you this authority?”  

• Jesus had upset the leaders in the temple because he challenged the 
system of buying and selling sacrificial animals at exorbitant prices. 
As the leaders made money from this practice they were still angry at 
Jesus. 

• On this day, as he was still in the temple, they demanded to know who 
had given him authority to speak there and to challenge the system 
they had established. They were in charge of the temple and none of 
them had authorized Jesus’ being there, teaching there, or challenging 
the system. 
  

Verse 3-4 
He replied, “I will also ask you a question. Tell me, John’s baptism -- was 
it from heaven, or from men?”   

• Instead of answering their question, Jesus asked them a question in 
reply. He asked them about the baptism of John the Baptist. Herod 
had beheaded John and these leaders had not defended John against 
the king. In fact, they had renounced John and his ministry.  
 

 Verse 5-7 
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ 
he will ask, ‘Why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From men,’ all 
the people will stone us, because they are persuaded that John was a 
prophet.” So they answered, “We don’t know where it was from.”  
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• These men were always seeking to do that which was “politically 
correct.” They always wanted to give the answer that would be best 
for them regardless of its truthfulness. So, in this case, they were 
caught in a bind. If they answered Jesus’ question one way, they 
would be shown to have acted insincerely. If they answered the other 
way they would offend the people. So, they just did not answer at all. 

 
 Verse 8 
Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things.” 

• Because they would not be honest with Jesus, Jesus would not 
respond to them.  

 
 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  Caught in a Bind.  They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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