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Luke 20:19-26 
 
 
Verse 19-20 
The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him 
immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. 
But they were afraid of the people. Keeping a close watch on him, they 
sent spies, who pretended to be honest. They hoped to catch Jesus in 
something he said so that they might hand him over to the power and 
authority of the governor.     

• Jesus had deliberately challenged the authority of the teachers of the 
law and the chief priests, as well as that of the other leaders of 
Judaism, by telling the parable recorded in Luke 19:9-18. Because of 
this, they were convinced that they needed to “remove Jesus from the 
scene.” They wanted him dead! But they could not issue the death 
sentence. This power was reserved for the Roman governor. So the 
religious leaders of Israel looked for a way to trap Jesus into saying 
something against Rome. 

• They dressed some of their number up like ordinary people. Since 
these events happened during the Passover celebration, these men 
would have been decked out in their fancy robes. They would have 
been easily recognized in the temple. They disguised some of their 
group to look like ordinary Passover pilgrims in order to fool Jesus. 

• These disguised men “pretended to be honest.” They did not disclose 
who they really were. Their purpose was to trap Jesus with his own 
words. 
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Verse 21 
So the spies questioned him: “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach 
what is right, and that you do not show partiality but teach the way of God 
in accordance with truth.”   

• They do not believe any of the things they say about Jesus in this 
verse. They hope to deceive Jesus by flattering him into trusting them. 
They actually want Jesus to believe that they are his disciples.  
 

Verse 22 
“Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”  

• Here is the trap. If Jesus says it is right to pay taxes to Caesar, he will 
offend the common people who are hard put to pay the Roman taxes. 
If he says that it is not right, then they can take him to the governor 
and charge him with encouraging the people to revolt by not paying 
their taxes. In their minds, the spies believe that there is no “good” 
way for Jesus to respond to this question. Either way, Jesus loses! 
 

Verse 23-25a 
He saw through their duplicity and said to them, “Show me a denarius. 
Whose portrait and inscription are on it?” “Caesar’s,” they replied. 

• Jesus was not fooled by the disguise or the flattery. He knew who 
these men were. 

• The denarius was a common Roman coin used in everyday commerce. 
It bore the picture of the Emperor and the imperial insignia. The 
answer to Jesus’ question was obvious. 

 
Verse 25b 
He said to them, “Then give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what 
is God’s.” 

• Jesus avoids answering the question by pointing out that what is 
Caesar’s belongs to Caesar and what is God’s belongs to God. 
However, he has touched the real moral issue herein involved. The 
imperial insignia declared that Caesar was god. Jesus denied this 
imperial claim. So did the religious leaders of Israel. If they reported 
him to the governor on this matter, he could simply ask them if they 
disagreed with what he had said. They would be condemned along 
with him. He had successfully avoided the trap and told the truth, 
showing himself to be what they claimed he was in verse 21. 
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 Verse 26 
They were unable to trap him in what he had said there in public.  And 
astonished by his answer, they became silent. 

• The spies sent by the teachers of the law and the chief priests had 
failed. Their trap for Jesus did not work. He had astonished them by 
seeing through their trap and out-thinking them. So they retreated. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Another Trap. They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. 
Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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