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Luke 20:27-40 
 
 
Verse 27 
Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus 
with a question.     

• In Luke 20:19-26, the elders and the chief priests had tried to catch 
Jesus in a trap by asking him if it was right to pay taxes to Caesar. The 
elders and the chief priests would have belonged to the party of Jews 
called Pharisees. When the Pharisees’ trap failed, the Sadducees, the 
other party of Judaism at the time of Christ, stepped up to take their 
turn at trapping Jesus. This would have been the party to which the 
High Priest and his family belonged. 

• Among the Sadducees there was an ages-long debate about the 
resurrection of the dead. Some Sadducees claimed that there was no 
resurrection of the dead. Others said that the dead were raised. The 
group which questioned Jesus on this day came from the Sadducees 
that said there was no resurrection of the dead. 

• The question was designed to show both how foolish the notion of 
resurrection was and how dumb Jesus really was about deep 
theological matters. 
  

Verse 28-33 
“Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and 
leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry the widow and have 
children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers. The first one 
married a woman and died childless. The second and then the third 
married her, and in the same way the seven died, leaving no children. 
Finally, the woman died too. Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will 
she be, since the seven were married to her?”   
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• In ancient times, women could not inherit property or wealth. 
Inheritance was passed from male to male. So if a man died without 
leaving a male heir to inherit his share of the estate, his wife was left 
with no means of support. In order to protect a woman, Moses had 
written (Deuteronomy 25:5-10) that under such circumstances the 
dead man’s brother was required to produce a male heir with his dead 
brother’s wife. This child would be considered the dead man’s heir. 
As the child’s guardian, the widow would be provided for.  

• In the case set before Jesus, six brothers had tried to rescue their 
oldest brother’s wife from this state. Their brother had died and left 
her childless. So each brother married her and slept with her in turn to 
produce an heir for their deceased brother. But each of them died 
before producing an heir. Then the widow also died. 

• The Sadducees’ question was not about the law. It was about the 
resurrection. They wanted to know to which of the seven brothers the 
woman would be married when the resurrection of the dead occurred.   
 

 Verse 34-38 
Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 
But those who are considered worthy of taking part in that age and in the 
resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 
and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s 
children, since they are children of the resurrection. But in the account of 
the bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord, ‘the 
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ He is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.”  

• The Sadducees had attempted to engage Jesus in a discussion that was 
extremely theologically technical. They wanted to point out that this 
“country bumpkin” was unable to address the heavy matters of the 
law. They wanted to show that Jesus could not play in their league. 

• Jesus’ first response was very simple and plain. He said that in the 
resurrection, there was no marriage. Thus the problem was eliminated.  

• But then Jesus gave a linguistically technical answer to show that 
Moses agreed with the notion of the resurrection of the dead. Jesus 
pointed out that Moses refers to God as the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. He uses present tense now when he 
does so. Since Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were already dead when 
Moses wrote, it would be improper for Moses to use the present tense 
to refer to them unless they were still alive. Thus, Jesus contends that 
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by the tense of the verb he uses, Moses believed that those already 
dead were made alive again. For a country bumpkin, Jesus shows 
himself to have remarkable command of the Biblical Language and 
uses his knowledge insightfully to argue in favor of the resurrection. 
 

 Verse 39-40 
Some of the teachers of the law responded, “Well said, teacher!” And no 
one dared to ask him any more questions. 

• The teachers of the law would have been Pharisees. They were 
astounded with Jesus’ arguments. And they remarked out loud about 
how well he had handled the issue.  

• For the moment, they seemed to recognize that Jesus was not likely to 
fall into their traps. So they gave up trying to catch him in a trap with 
their questions.  

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Now the Sadducees Try. They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor 
Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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