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Luke 20:41-47 
 
 
Verse 41-44 
Then Jesus said to them, “How is it that they say the Christ is the Son of 
David? David himself declares in the Book of Psalms: ‘The Lord said to 
my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for 
your feet.”’ David calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his son?”     

• In Luke 20:27-33 the Sadducees had attempted to catch Jesus in a 
technical argument concerning the resurrection and levirate marriage. 
They assumed that he was theologically illiterate and would not be 
able to respond to their technicality-based question. However, Jesus 
successfully handled the matter. He now turns the tables on the 
Sadducees by asking them an even more deeply technical question. 

• Jesus quoted Psalm 110:1 to the Sadducees. In the Psalm, David 
wrote, “YHWH (the proper name of God) says to my Lord.” Jesus 
asked the Sadducees, “If this Psalm refers to the Messiah, and most 
scholars agreed then and now that it does, how could David call the 
Messiah his Lord if the Messiah was also his son. In those times, the 
son was always less than the father. So the son would call the father 
“Lord” not the other way around. The question is rooted in the 
Hebrew language and Hebrew customs. Jesus was literally putting the 
Sadducees on the spot! 

• Note that the Sadducees do not even attempt to answer Jesus’ 
question. 
  

Verse 45-47 
While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples, “Beware of 
the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and love 
to be greeted in the marketplaces and have the most important seats in the 
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synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. They devour widows’ 
houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished 
most severely.”  

• In their presence, Jesus warned his followers about the teachers of 
Judaism. He said that these men loved to be recognized for who they 
were. They passed themselves off as being the defenders of right 
teaching and thinking. However, when one compared their example to 
their teaching, they showed as lacking. Though they wanted respect, 
they abused the very people God expected them to protect. 

• Because they failed to honor the word of God, they would be severely 
judged by God in the end. 

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Beware of False Teachers. They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor 
Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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