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Luke 21:1-4 
 
Verse 1 
As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple 
treasury.     

• Large chests were placed in the first court of the temple to receive the 
gifts of the people. Jesus observed wealthy people coming publically 
to deposit their gifts in these chests. This was a very public act. These 
people wanted everyone to notice them as they made their gift.  
 

Verse 2 
He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins.  

• Jesus also observed a “poor widow.” This woman had no one to look 
after her so she had very little. Compared to the rich people, she had 
no real standing or value in the community.  She was really quite 
unimpressive. 

• Her gift consisted of two small coins, like our pennies. Like her, the 
gift she gave was nothing in comparison to the large sums the rich 
presented. 

 
Verse 3-4 
“I tell you the truth,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more that all the 
others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of 
her poverty put in all she had to live on.” 

• Jesus was more impressed with the widow’s gift than he was the gifts 
of the rich people. He said that she had given more than all of them 
combined because she had given everything she had to God, holding 
nothing back for herself. All of the others gave from their abundance 
and still had plenty left. But the widow gave God all that she had. 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Poor Widow. They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor 
Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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