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Luke 21:12-19 
 
 
Verse 12 
“But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They 
will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before 
kings and governors, and all on account of my name.”     

• Often prophecies related to the end time have a double or even triple 
meaning. They may be for the time in which they were written or for 
some future unknown date or they may be durative over a long period 
of time. For example, the destruction of the temple was an event 
which happened once in history. The temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. 
and has never been rebuilt. As a prophecy of the last days, it happened 
and is over (see Luke 21:5-11). However the new sign raised in 
today’s text is persecution of Christians. This is an ongoing matter.  

• Prior to Jesus’ death, he was persecuted by the religious leaders of 
Israel who saw him as a threat to their personal power and the fragile 
peace of their nation. They believed that if they killed Jesus, his threat 
to them and the nation would end. However, it did not, so persecution 
fell on the disciples of Jesus, on the Church. The persecution spread 
from Israel to the entire Roman world. All of the first twelve apostles 
were killed because of Jesus’ name. So persecution was a sign of the 
end exactly as the destruction of the Temple was. 

• However, persecution of the followers of Jesus has never ceased. It 
has continued in some parts of the world to this very day. While we, 
in the United States, have experienced freedom to practice our 
religion as we see fit, this freedom is not universal. Today, many 
disciples of Jesus Christ are being persecuted even as we worship him 
freely. Thus persecution is an ongoing sign that we are in the last 
days. 
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• As we are seeing even in our own culture, as we proceed to the end of 
the end times, persecution against the followers of Jesus will increase. 
Thus persecution of the followers of Jesus will increase as time 
progresses to its end.  
 

Verse 13 
“This will result in your being witnesses to them.”  

• “All things work together for good” in God’s plan. While persecution 
is a sign of the end of time to Christians, it is not, in and of itself, a 
good thing. But it will be used for a good purpose in God’s plan. It 
will give Christians an opportunity to witness to their faith before 
powerful and influential people. 

• This has happened throughout time. Those who have been persecuted 
for their faith in Christ have borne testimony to many powerful people 
throughout the years. 
  

Verse 14-15 
“But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend 
yourselves. For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your 
adversaries will be able to resist or contradict.” 

• While persecution is certain until Jesus comes in some degree, 
Christians are not supposed to live in fear of it. Instead, we are to trust 
God as we do in all things. 

• Jesus promises that when persecution falls on us, he will give the 
appropriate words to say so as to impress even those who persecute 
us. The result is that even constant persecution for over 2000 years 
will be unable to stop the spread of the Gospel. 

• In our day, we rejoice in this truth. The persecution of Christians since 
the time of Jesus has been used by God to spread the message of his 
love over the entire world. 
  

Verse 16 
“You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and 
they will put some of you to death.” 

• Christians have been and will be betrayed into the hands of those who 
persecute them by those people closest to them, even the members of 
their own families. 

• Some Christians have been and will be martyred because of their 
faith. 
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Verse 17-19 
“All men will hate you because of me. But not a hair of your head will 
perish. By standing firm you will gain life.” 

• Jesus warned that, as the end times progressed, persecution of the 
Church will become universal. This is not yet the case. But as we get 
closer to the end, Christians will be persecuted the world over. 

• Even though some Christians may be killed by those who persecute 
them, the persecution will not harm any Christian. Not one hair of 
their heads will be hurt. They will be given eternal life in the 
presence of Almighty God. For those who are persecuted nothing will 
be lost! 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Little Apocalypse, Part 2. 
They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone 
Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend 
Doctor Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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