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Luke 21:20-28 
 
 
Verse 20 
“When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that 
its desolation is near.”     

• In 70 A.D. Jerusalem was surrounded by Rome’s armies. This was the 
sign that the end of time had begun. At the end of the end of time, 
Jerusalem will again be surrounded by armies. The sign has a double 
meaning. 
 

Verse 21-22 
“Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the 
city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. For this is the 
time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written.”  

• Just as the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. was God’s punishment 
upon her for rejecting his Messiah, so the last siege of Jerusalem will 
be the beginning of God’s last judgment on the world.  

• All people will experience the judgment of God. There will be no safe 
place of rescue. Neither the mountains nor the city will be safe. 
  

Verse 23-24 
“How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing 
mothers! There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this 
people. They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all 
nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of 
the Gentiles are fulfilled.” 

• Those expecting children and those with young children will lose all 
hope for their offspring. 
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• God’s people, Jews in 70 A. D. and Christians at the end of time, will 
be persecuted and will fall. 

• Things will continue in this way until the time God has allowed for it 
is over.  
 

Verse 25-26 
“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will 
be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men 
will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the 
heavenly bodies will be shaken.” 

• Jesus’ attention has now moved away from 70 A.D. He is now 
focused on the end of the end. 

• Jesus says that there will be vast shifts in the natural world at that time 
which will cause huge storms and great climatic changes.  

• Men, observing these shifts in climate, will be become concerned and 
eventually fearful because they will not understand what is 
happening. 
  

Verse 27 
“At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power 
and great glory.” 

• At the height of this international calamity, Jesus will return! 
 
Verse 28 
“When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.” 

• Christians will understand what is happening when the world literally 
begins to fall apart around them. They will know that the end of the 
end is upon the earth and that the moment of their redemption is at 
hand. 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Little Apocalypse, Part 3. 
They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone 
Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend 
Doctor Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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