
 1 

Exegetical Notes - Luke 21:5-11 
“The Little Apocalypse, Part 1” 

Prepared by Charles H. Jensen, Pastor, Cornerstone Fellowship 
101 Kylies Road, Coatesville, PA 19320 

610-384-1375 
charleshjensen@aol.com 

 
 
 
Luke 21:5-11 
 
 
Verse 5a 
Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned 
with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God.     

• Temple excavations reveal that Herod’s temple was indeed a 
magnificent building. Much of it was overlaid in gold. What was not 
gold was pure white. Many people gave extravagant gifts to adorn the 
building. King Herod himself gave a golden grape vine to decorate the 
temple. The grapes displayed on the vine were said to be six feet high. 
The disciples were impressed by the grandeur of the building.  
 

Verse 5b-6 
But Jesus said, “As for what you see here, the time will come when not 
one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down.”  

• Jesus told them that the day would come when Herod’s grand temple 
would be completely destroyed. The temple was completely destroyed 
by the Romans in 70A.D. To this day, it has not been rebuilt. The 
destruction of the temple in A.D. 70 was the first sign of the coming 
of the end times. Since then we have been living in the last days. 
  

Verse 7 
“Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be 
the sign that they are about to take place?” 

• The disciples want to know when the temple will be destroyed and 
what signs will precede that event. They want to be informed and 
prepared. 
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• Jesus’ answer to this question is found in the verses which follow this 
one. The answer is complex because Jesus deals with two separate but 
connected events: the destruction of the temple and the last days.  

 
Verse 8-9 
He replied, “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in 
my name claiming, ‘I am he,’ and ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 
When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things 
must happen first, but the end will not come right away.” 

• Jesus first tells his disciples that many people will come claiming to 
know the secret of the end time events. Some of them may even claim 
that they are Jesus returned to earth. He warns the disciples not to 
follow these false teachers. 

• He then tells the disciples that there will be wars and revolutions, 
governments will rise and fall before the end comes because the end 
of time will not occur “right away.” 

 
Verse 10-11 
Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, famines, and 
pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from 
heaven.” 

• Again Jesus warned that there would be wars, earthquakes, 
famines...life would continue as life had always been. There would 
even be fearful, great signs sent from heaven to tell men that the end 
was coming, but still the end would not have arrived, for it would not 
come “right away.” 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Little Apocalypse, Part 1. 
They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone 
Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend 
Doctor Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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