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Luke 22:1-6 
 
Verse 1-2 
Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was 
approaching, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were 
looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people.     

• Officially, Passover was the meal which was eaten at sundown on the 
14th of the Hebrew month Nisan. It celebrated the night when the 
angel of death passed through Egypt killing all the first born of Egypt 
but sparing the Hebrew slaves. Following that night, Pharaoh set the 
Hebrew slaves free. The Feast of Unleavened Bread was the week-
long celebration which followed the Passover Meal during which time 
no Hebrew ate anything which contained yeast. This feast began on 
the 14th of Nisan following the Passover Meal. As the two events were 
so much connected, the terms were used interchangeably.  

• The chief priests and the teachers of the law believed that Jesus was a 
challenge to their authority and a threat to the political stability of 
Jerusalem. Therefore, they wanted to remove him from the scene in 
whatever way they could. However, Jesus was popular with the 
people. These men feared that if they moved against Jesus directly, 
the people would rise up in support of him. This fear was confirmed 
for them by the events of Palm Sunday. They were convinced that 
they needed to take care of the “Jesus problem” before the beginning 
of Passover/Unleavened Bread which was now only a day or two 
away. 

 
Verse 3 
Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve.”  
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• Satan is the embodiment of evil. The fallen angel who rebelled against 
God and now works to undermine the plans of God and to deceive 
God’s children.  

• Judas was one of the twelve men selected by Jesus to be his disciple. 
Iscariot probably means that he came from Kerioth. John 6:71 makes 
it clear that Jesus did select Judas to be one of the twelve but that 
Jesus knew him for what he was from the beginning. He was always 
susceptible to Satan’s schemes. Judas was trusted with the “money 
box.”  

• When Satan entered Judas, Judas yielded to Satan’s control. John 13:2 
tells us that Satan has been speaking to Judas for some time, putting 
ideas into his head, but that Judas had not acted on these thoughts 
until just a few days before the Passover. Satan “entered” Judas twice. 
Here Satan enters Judas, literally takes control of Judas, causing him 
to take steps to betray Jesus. The second time Satan enters Judas is 
recorded in John 13:26-27. This time Judas moves to betray Jesus into 
the hands of the chief priests. When the Bible says that “Satan entered 
Judas,” it means that Judas willingly moved in compliance with the 
plans of Satan. 
  

Verse 4 
And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard 
and discussed with them how he mighty betray Jesus. 

• When Satan enters Judas, Judas moves to actualize the thoughts Satan 
had already planted in his head. The concept was already present in 
Judas’ mind. Entered by Satan, he steps out to do Satan’s plan. 

• In order to do so, Judas must first move away from Jesus physically. 
He leaves Jesus’ company. Second, he begins to hang out with those 
who, while claiming to be God’s servants, work in their own best 
interest and not God’s. Third, Judas begins to scheme with those who 
oppose God’s Messiah. He begins to discuss possibilities with them.     
 

Verse 5 
They were delighted and agreed to give him money. 

• The opponents of Jesus were happy to welcome Judas into their circle. 
They make him feel welcomed and they offer to give him that which 
appeals to him. In Judas’ case that which they offered was money.   
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Verse 6 
He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them 
when no crowd was present. 

• Because of Satan’s prompting, Judas has changed loyalties. He no 
longer stands among the twelve, but now stands as friend to those 
who seek to kill Jesus. He has changed sides and joined the enemies 
of God! Even though he continues to appear to be a true disciple of 
Jesus, Judas has changed sides. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Then Satan Entered Him. They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor 
Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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