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Luke 22:7-23 
 
 
Verse 7 
Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had 
to be sacrificed.     

• The Passover Lamb was eaten at sundown on the 14th  day of the 
Hebrew month Nisan.  

 
Verse 8-12 
Jesus sent to Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to 
eat the Passover.” “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked. 
He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet 
you. Follow him to the house he enters, and say to the owner of the house, 
‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover 
with my disciples?’ He will show you a large upper room, all furnished. 
Make preparations there.”  

• Jesus told Peter and John to make preparations for Jesus and his 
disciples to eat the Passover together. They asked him where it was 
that he intended for them to do so. Since it was the day of the event, it 
would be hard for them to find a suitable place.  

• Jesus told them that upon entering Jerusalem they would be greeted 
by a man who was carrying a water jar. This would be an odd sight, 
for men did not carry water. It was women’s work. They were to 
follow this man home and ask the owner of the house where the guest 
room was that “The Teacher” was supposed to use to eat the Passover. 
The man would show them a large room on the roof of his house that 
was already furnished with everything they would need. They were to 
prepare the Passover there.  
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• All of this must have seemed strange to Peter and John. Either Jesus 
was able to see into the future and knew exactly how things would 
unfold or he had spoken to the owner of the house privately sometime 
before this day and made specific arrangements with the man about 
the Passover. 
 

Verse 13 
They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared 
the Passover. 

• Peter and John went into the city and found everything exactly as 
Jesus had told them they would. They followed the man with the 
water jar to a house with a large room on the roof and in that room 
they prepared for Jesus and his disciples to eat the Passover. 
  

Verse 14-16 
When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he 
said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the 
kingdom of God.” 

• The Passover supper began at sundown on 14th day of Nisan. It was 
then that Jesus and his apostles sat down to eat the meal we call the 
Last Supper. 

• Jesus began the meal by acknowledging that his “suffering,” his 
crucifixion and death, were now at hand, for he would not eat another 
Passover on earth until the Passover was fulfilled in Heaven. The 
Passover celebrated the night when the angel of death overshadowed 
the land of Egypt during the days of Moses. The first born of every 
Egyptian household was killed forcing Pharaoh to release the Hebrew 
slaves, but the Hebrews were saved the curse of death that night 
because they had spread the blood of the lamb on the doors of their 
homes. Through his suffering, Jesus would become the Passover 
Lamb for us. His blood saves us from the curse of death and gives us 
eternal life. Jesus was saying that he would not eat another Passover 
until he had become the Passover Lamb!   
  

Verse 17-18 
After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it 
among you. For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes.” 
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• Before the meal began, Jesus lifted a cup of wine and began the meal 
with its traditional blessing. He gave thanks for the meal. 

• He then distributed wine, the symbol of God’s blessing, to the 
apostles. But they were not instructed to drink it at that moment. 

 
Verse 19 
And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, 
“This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

• Jesus then took bread, bread made without yeast as was required for 
the Passover meal, broke it and gave it to his disciples. He told them 
that this bread would remind them of his body which was about to be 
broken, as was the bread, and given for their salvation. 

 
Verse 20 
In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.” 

• At the end of the Passover Jesus took a cup of wine and lifted it before 
the apostles. 

• He told them that the cup was the symbol of a new covenant, a new 
contract that would be sealed with his blood. He told them that his 
blood would be poured out, that he would die, and that his death 
would benefit many people. 

 
Verse 21-22 
“But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. 
The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed, but woe to that man who 
betrays him.” 

• Just as at the beginning of this text, Jesus knew about the upper room 
and the man with the water jar, so now at the end of the meal, he 
reveals that he knows who it is who will betray him.  

• Jesus sternly warns Judas not to do as he had already determined to 
do. Jesus tells Judas that he will not like the consequences of this 
action. 

 
Verse 23 
They began to question among themselves which of them it might be who 
would do this. 
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• The other apostles had no reason to suspect Judas as Jesus’ betrayer. 
Unable to understand Jesus’ words, they became suspicious of each 
other. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Lord’s Supper. They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor 
Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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