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Luke 23:26-43 
 
Verse 26 
As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way 
in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it 
behind Jesus. 

• Because Jesus was so badly weakened by the beating he had received 
he was unable to carry his cross to the place of execution. A man 
named Simon who came from the African province of Cyrenaica east 
of Egypt was compelled by the soldiers to carry Jesus’ cross. Mark 
15:21 mentions that Simon from Cyrene was the father of Alexander 
and Rufus. The mention of these names implies that Alexander and 
Rufus were known within the Church. 
  

Verse 27-31 
A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned 
and wailed for him. Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of 
Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 
For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the barren women, 
the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ Then ‘they 
will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!” For 
if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is 
dry?” 

• There was a large group of people who followed the procession of 
criminals to the place of crucifixion. Not all of them were on Jesus’ 
side, but some of the women in the group were. These women may 
have been followers of Jesus prior to these events or they may have 
been adversely affected by the sight of this bloody man being led to 
his death. Whatever the case, they were mourning and crying because 
of what they saw. 
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• In the midst of all this, Jesus turned to these women and told them not 
to cry for him but for themselves, for the day would come when they 
would be in sorrow that they had borne children and would wish for 
their own deaths. Jesus quotes Jeremiah 16:1-4, and Hosea 10:8 in this 
short speech. 

• Bible scholars believe that Jesus was referring to the destruction of 
Jerusalem which happened in the year 70AD. However, the Hosea 
passage is also quoted in Revelation 6:16 indicating that the reference 
may be to the last days. It is possible that Jesus had both events in 
mind as the consequences of the reign of evil. 

• Jesus commented that if these kinds of things happened at the 
beginning of evil’s reign, they would worsen with time as that reign 
continued. 
  

Verse 32-34 
Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 
When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, 
along with the criminals -- one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 
And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

• That Jesus was executed with two criminals simply shows us that 
crucifixion was not uncommon in those times. However, Isaiah 53:12 
says that the Messiah would be “numbered among the transgressors.” 
Jesus was crucified between two “transgressors,” one on either side. 

• As Jesus was hanging on the cross, he prayed words which come from 
Psalm 22:1, “My God my God, why have you forsaken me.” He 
prayed that those who were killing him would be forgiven because 
they acted without understanding. And then the soldiers divided up 
Jesus’ clothing (criminals were crucified naked), by casting lots for 
them. Psalm 22:18 says that this will happen. Scholars believe that 
Jesus was quoting Psalm 22 as he approached death on the cross. 
  

Verse 35 
The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, 
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the 
Chosen One.” 

• See Psalm 22:16. Even the religious rulers act in a horrible way by 
sneering at a dying man.  
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Verse 36-38 
The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine 
vinegar and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” There 
was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF 
THE JEWS.  

• Because of the sign over his head, the Roman soldiers made fun of 
Jesus as he died. They told him to save himself, if he was indeed a 
king. 
  

Verse 39-43 
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you 
the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. 
“Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 
We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this 
man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, 
today you will be with me in paradise.”  

• The criminals are affected by Jesus’ crucifixion in very different 
ways. One, seeing Jesus on the cross, joins them in mocking Jesus. He 
is sucked into the progressive reign of evil around him. The other 
recognizes who Jesus really is and embraces him as Savior. Jesus 
promised salvation to the repentant thief. Not even these horrible 
events can stop the plan of God.  

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Hour When Darkness Ruled, 
Part 3. They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone 
Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend 
Doctor Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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