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Luke 24:36-53 
 
Verse 36-37 
While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and frightened, 
thinking they saw a ghost. 

• The followers of Jesus were still discussing the news brought to them 
by the persons Jesus had joined on the road to Emmaus. See Luke 
24:13-35.  

• Suddenly, Jesus was there in the room with them. John 20:19 tells us 
that they were gathered behind locked doors. In his resurrection body, 
Jesus did not experience the same limitations as he did when he was 
flesh as are we.  

• He greeted his followers with the usual greeting of the time, 
“Shalom.”   

• Those present in the room were scared because they assumed Jesus 
was a ghost. They knew he was dead. 
 

Verse 38-43 
He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your 
minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” When he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not 
believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have 
anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it 
and ate it in their presence. 

• Jesus was aware of the doubts and the fears in their minds. He knew 
that they thought he was just a ghost. So he sought to reassure them 
physically that he was not what they thought. Even though he was not 
limited as our earthly bodies are, his resurrected body resembled his 
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earthy one and was recognizable to those who saw him. It also had 
substance. It was not just spirit or vapor. He even ate real food in their 
presence. 

• They were overwhelmed with joy and amazement. But they still did 
NOT believe.  
 

Verse 44-49 
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you; 
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, 
the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so they could 
understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The 
Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance 
and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning in Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to 
send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high.” 

• The physical signs that Jesus gave them were not enough to move 
them from unbelief to belief. It was only when Jesus opened the Word 
of God to them that they were moved to belief. This is the third time 
that this truth is given to us.  The women at the tomb, the people on 
the road to Emmaus, and now all of the followers of Jesus gathered in 
this room are led to belief through the Scriptures. 

• After their minds were opened through the Scripture to what had 
happened, Jesus reminded them that the Gospel message would be 
shared with all nations and people groups by his disciples. They were 
to begin the task right where they were, in Jerusalem, but they were 
not to start it until they received power from God. This would happen 
on the day of Pentecost. See Acts 2:1-13. 

 
Verse 50 
When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands 
and blessed them. While he was blessing then, he left them and was taken 
up into heaven. Then they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

• Bethany is a village on the Mount of Olives. See Luke 19:29. Jesus 
took them back to the place where the events of Holy Week had 
begun. 

• There, his body was lifted into heaven before their eyes. 
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• They worshipped him and went back to Jerusalem to await the power 
which he had promised them. As they waited, they spent all of their 
time in the temple praising God.  

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled You Are Witnesses.  They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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