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Luke 4:1-13 
 
Verse 1-2 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit in the desert, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He 
ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 

• Immediately following his baptism, Jesus was led into the desert to be 
tempted by Satan. 

• Jesus was filled by the Holy Spirit. And it was the Holy Spirit which 
brought him to the place of temptation. This may seem odd to us, but 
without adversity and testing (the word translated temptation can also 
be translated testing) it is difficult to grow in faith and in 
understanding of how God loves us and works on our behalf. Though 
Jesus was fully aware of the nature of God and was complete in his 
own faith, and thus did not need to experience testing or adversity, he 
endured these things to set an example for us. (See Hebrews 2:17-18)  

• Note that Jesus is not tempted or tested by God. (See James 1:13) 
Satan is allowed to test Jesus. Since Adam and Eve, Satan has been 
the tempter of the human race. 

• Note that Jesus was in the desert for forty days. This is a reminder of 
Israel’s wandering in the desert for forty years where she was 
repeatedly tempted and repeatedly saw God’s faithfulness. (See 
Deuteronomy 8) 

• The temptations described in Luke’s Gospel occurred at the end of the 
forty days of temptation when Jesus was weakest and most 
vulnerable.    
 

Verse 3-4 
The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become 
bread.” Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread 
alone.’” 
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• The devil knows that Jesus is God’s Son. So the “if” is not to cast 
doubt, it is casual, “Since you are God’s Son.” Its purpose is to get 
Jesus to misuse his power as God’s Son. 

• Jesus had not eaten in forty days. He was hungry. Satan tempted Jesus 
to use his power to serve himself rather than God’s people as God 
intended. 

• Jesus, who is the Bread of Life (John 6:35) and the very Word of God 
(John 1:1-4) rebuffed Satan’s attack by quoting Scripture 
(Deuteronomy 8:3).  

 
Verse 5-8 
The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the 
kingdoms of the world. And he said to him, “I will give you all their 
authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to 
anyone I want to. So, if you worship me, it will all be yours.”  Jesus 
answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him 
only.’”  

• Satan then showed Jesus all the authority and power that he could 
give. He offered these to Jesus if Jesus would agree to worship him. If 
Jesus would forsake the plan of God to save the world, the suffering 
of the cross, he could have everything that was in Satan’s power to 
give. Literally, Jesus was being offered everything that this world has 
to give. 

• Jesus rebuffed Satan’s attack by quoting Scripture (Deuteronomy 6:13 
and 10:20). 

 
Verse 9-12 
The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of 
the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down 
from here. For it is written: ‘He will command his angels concerning you 
to guard you carefully; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will 
not strike your foot against a stone.’” Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not 
put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

• For the sense of the word “if” in this verse see verse 3 notes. 
• This time Satan tempts Jesus to test God by requesting that God do 

what he promised to do for his Messiah. Satan quotes Psalm 91:11-12. 
Satan knows that Jesus will suffer death on the cross and that in his 
moment of greatest need it will seem as though God has forsaken 
Jesus (See Matthew 27:46).  
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• However, Satan’s use of the Scripture is contextually incorrect. The 
Psalmist is praising God because he knows that even though he may 
feel himself forsaken by God, in the end, God will redeem him from 
all his concerns and suffering. 

• Jesus rebuffs Satan’s attack by quoting Scripture (Deuteronomy 6:16). 
He tells Satan that it is inappropriate to test the promise of God. One 
lives in God’s promises by faith. 

 
Verse 13 
When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an 
opportune time. 

• When Satan was unsuccessful in causing Jesus to turn away from 
God, he left Jesus alone in the wilderness. However, he did not go 
away forever. He withdrew until a more opportune time. He went 
away until Jesus was weaker and more vulnerable. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Temptation.  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
  
 

 


	Exegetical Notes, Luke 4:1-13
	Prepared by Charles H. Jensen, Pastor, Cornerstone Fellowship

	Verse 1-2
	Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.


