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Luke 4:31-37 

 

Verse 31-32 

Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath 

began to teach the people. They were amazed at his teaching, because his 

message had authority. 

 The events mentioned in this passage took place in Capernaum. The 

name is made from two Hebrew words. Caphar means village. Nahum 

is a proper name. The word means the village of Nahum. This is 

probably the town from which the Old Testament Prophet, Nahum, 

came. The proper Hebrew pronunciation of the town’s name is 

Caphernahum. Jesus made this town the center, or home base, of his 

ministry. 

 On the Sabbath day in the Synagogue (see verse 33) Jesus stood up to 

read the scripture and teach just as he had previously done in Nazareth 

(see 4:14-31).  

 The rabbinical teachers of Jesus’ day never spoke on their own 

authority. Instead they claimed authority by quoting what famous 

rabbis from the past had said. Jesus did not teach in this fashion. 

Instead he spoke to the people from his heart on the basis of what he 

knew to be true. His style and presentation amazed those who were 

familiar with the usual rabbinical style. 

 

Verse 33-34 

In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He 

cried out at the top of his voice, “Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of 

Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are…the Holy 

One of God!” 

 In the synagogue there was a man possessed by an evil spirit. 

Apparently, this man was received by the religious community as an 
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equal member and no one suspected that he was controlled by evil. He 

looked and acted in a normal respectable fashion. 

 That day he began to scream out at Jesus. 

 The man demanded to know what Jesus wanted to do in coming into 

the synagogue. He declared that Jesus’ purpose was to “destroy 

them.” We understand that the ‘Them’ the man mentions are the evil 

spirits who possess such men and that the evil spirit was speaking 

through the man. But those hearing the question would have assumed 

that the pronoun referred to the people gathered in the synagogue that 

day. The people in the synagogue would have been alarmed by the 

man’s outburst and his question. In this way, the evil spirit attempted 

to steal the show and question the authority with which Jesus spoke. 

 The man, or rather the evil spirit speaking through him, knew that 

Jesus was Israel’s Messiah and confessed it to be so. Even while 

attempting to undermine Jesus’ authority, the evil spirit recognized 

that Jesus had authority over it.  

 

Verse 35 

“Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly. “Come out of him!” Then the demon threw 

the man down before them all and came out without injuring him.   

 Jesus confronted the demon which controlled the man commanding it 

to leave the man it possessed.  

 The man fell down. Perhaps he fainted.  

 The evil spirit quietly gave up possession of the man and left him in 

obedience to Jesus’ command.  

 

Verse 36-37 

All the people were amazed and said to each other, “What is this teaching? 

With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come 

out!” And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area.  

 The people of Caphernahum had never seen anything like this happen 

in their synagogue before. They were shocked by what happened and 

wondered about its meaning.  

 Everyone talked about this strange scene. As a result, news about 

Jesus spread through the community. 
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