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Luke 5:12-16 
 
Verse 12 
While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was covered 
with leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and 
begged him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” 

• Leprosy was the term given to a number of skin aliments in Bible 
times, including, but not limited to, what we now diagnose as leprosy. 
It was a terrible thing to be diagnosed with this disease as it was 
believed to be highly infectious or contagious. One having leprosy 
was forced to live among others who had the disease outside of the 
normal healthy population. See Leviticus 13.  

• When the man encountered Jesus, he fell face down and declared that 
Jesus COULD heal him from this disease if he wanted to. His 
declaration begged Jesus to do what the man knew Jesus could do. 
 

Verse 13 
Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said, 
“Be clean!” And immediately the leprosy left him. 

• First, Jesus reached out and touched the sick man. Because the disease 
was believed to be highly contagious, no one would have touched this 
man.  

• Jesus declared that his will and that of the sick man were in accord. 
He was willing to heal the man and the man was willing to be healed. 

• Instantly, the leprosy was gone.   
 

Verse 14 
Then Jesus ordered him, “Don’t tell anyone, but go, show yourself to the 
priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, 
as a testimony to them.”   
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• Jesus did not want the man to tell others the circumstances of his 
healing. We actually do not know why Jesus gave these instructions. 
Perhaps he did not want to be known only as a “faith” healer. Perhaps 
he did not want his ministry to become too public at this moment. 
Perhaps he was concerned that the priests would misunderstand and 
question his motives and authority. All we know is that Jesus told the 
man to keep the details of the healing to himself. 

• Jesus did instruct the man to follow the requirements of the Law 
related to his healing. By so doing, the man would be released from 
the obligations of the disease, be allowed to return to normal life as 
part of the community, and witness to the priest about his faith in 
God. 

 
Verse 15 
Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came 
to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. But Jesus often withdrew 
to lonely places and prayed.  

• In spite of the precaution, news about Jesus spread throughout the area 
and attracted large crowds to Jesus. They listened to his words but 
were also there to be healed. Perhaps this was Jesus’ concern that 
those who came would come for physical healing but not for spiritual 
nurture.  

• Jesus drew strength for his ministry from the times he spent alone in 
prayer. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Leprosy Healed.  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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