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Luke 5:27-32 

 

Verse 27-28 

After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi 

sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, and Levi got up, 

left everything and followed him. 

 Levi, aka Matthew, was a Jew who worked for the Romans to collect 

taxes from his fellow Jews. He would have been detested by other 

Jews because he worked with the Romans and also because he 

defrauded people by overcharging them. He would have been 

regarded as a turncoat and as a crook.  

 None-the-less, Jesus invited Levi to become one of his disciples. 

 Levi had probably been watching Jesus for some time. So when he 

received Jesus’ invitation, Levi dropped everything to accept the 

invitation. He became one of Jesus’ disciples. 

  

Verse 29 

Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd 

of tax collectors and others were eating with them. 

 Levi was so impressed with Jesus that he held a party in Jesus’ honor 

to which he invited his friends.  

 

Verse 30 

But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect 

complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors 

and ‘sinners’?” 

 The teachers who disagreed with Jesus were concerned by the fact 

that Jesus hung out with unacceptable people. They brought this 

concern not to Jesus but to Jesus’ disciples. They were apparently 
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concerned that Jesus’ bad example would lead his followers to do 

unacceptable things, too. 

 

Verse 31-32 

Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 

sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

 Jesus overheard the objections that the teachers were raising. He 

explained to them that he had come to help needy people, sinners, to 

find God. The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were self-

righteous, not righteous. But they thought of themselves as far more 

valuable to God than people like Levi and his friends. Jesus was 

boldly declaring that they were not the ones to whom he had been 

sent. 
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