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Luke 5:33-39 

 

Verse 33 

They said to him, “John’s disciples often fast and pray, and so do the 

disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinking.” 

 The “they” is the Pharisees and the teachers of the law. They were 

upset because Jesus was the guest of honor at a party given by Levi, a 

tax collector. (See notes on Luke 5:27-32.)   

 The “him” they address is Jesus. They had hoped to make trouble for 

Jesus by speaking to his disciples about how inappropriate it was for 

Jesus to be attending Levi’s party. But Jesus had interrupted them and 

approached them head on about the subject. 

 They now turn their attack to Jesus’ disciples. They accuse them of 

not being appropriately “religious.” They point out that the disciples 

of John the Baptist, of whom they also disapprove, and their own 

disciples pray and fast frequently. They practice appropriate religious 

behaviors. So they must, therefore, be sincere in their faith. But, they 

point out, Jesus' disciples do neither of these things. The implication is 

that Jesus’ disciples are insincere. 

  

Verse 34-35 

Jesus answered, “Can you make the guests of the bridegroom fast while he 

is with them? But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken 

from them; in those days they will fast.” 

 Jesus responded to their criticism by pointing out that people do not 

fast at a wedding feast. He was saying that there is a time to fast and 

to pray and a time to celebrate. He pointed out that this was the time 

for his disciples to celebrate. However, he told them that the time 

would come for his disciples to fast and pray.  
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Verse 36 

He told them this parable: “No one tears a patch from a new garment and 

sews it on an old one. If he does, he will have torn the new garment, and 

the patch from the new will not match the old.” 

 Jesus tells two parables, little illustrations, to make his point. 

 The first is about patches. Jesus says that it does not make sense to 

tear a patch out of a new garment to fix a hole in an old garment. If 

you do, you will ruin the new garment and the patch will not match 

the fabric of the old one. Neither garment will then be satisfactory. 

 His point was that you cannot successfully force new things into old 

ways. 

 

Verse 37-38 

“And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine 

will burst the skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. 

No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins. 

 In Jesus’ time, wine was put into goatskins to ferment. New skins 

would expand during the process. Old wineskins could not be used for 

new wine because they lacked the ability to expand. The gases 

produced during the fermentation process would cause the old 

wineskins to burst. Thus, the new wine and the old skins would be 

lost. 

 Jesus’ point was the same. You cannot successfully force new things 

into old forms. 

 

Verse 39 

“And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for he says, ‘The old 

is better.’” 

 Here is the rub. Old wine always tastes better than new. So, we tend to 

want the old forms of religious behavior rather than to embrace the 

new thing that God is doing. Thus, the Pharisees and the teachers of 

the law would rather fast and pray than celebrate the Messiah’s 

presence. 
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