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Luke 6:27-35 

 

Verse 27-28 

“But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who 

hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” 

 Jesus was teaching. He had already acknowledged that those who 

followed him would be mistreated by those who disapproved of him. 

See Luke 6:22-23. In these verses he is telling his followers how to 

treat those people who mistreat them. 

 Jesus says that his followers will not give kind for kind. His followers 

will “LOVE” their enemies. They will do good when they are hated. 

They will pray for those who curse and mistreat them. This kind of 

behavior defines love.  

 

Verse 29a 

“If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also.”  

 When someone smacks your cheek, the normal tendency is to strike 

back. Jesus said that his disciples should not give into this urge. 

Instead, his disciples would remain vulnerable to the attack. While the 

example is physical in nature, the rule applies to verbal and emotional 

attacks as well. Jesus’ disciples will not strike back when they are 

stricken. 

 

Verse29b- 31 
“If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. 

Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, 

do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 

 Jesus said that if someone took the coat of one of his disciples, they 

should offer their shirt to the offender, too.  
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 The principle is that Jesus’ disciples would not stand on their own 

rights to possession. They would understand that the things they have 

are less important than their mission. They would be givers instead of 

takers, and would see takers as people in great need.  

 Jesus told his disciples to think of other people first and to treat others 

as they themselves would want to be treated.   

 

Verse 32-34 

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ 

love those who love them. And if you do good to those who are good to 

you, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ do that. And if you lend to 

those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 

‘sinners’ lend to ‘sinners,’ expecting to be repaid in full.” 

 Jesus’ point is that it is normal for people to love those who love 

them, be kind to those who are kind to them, and to do what is in their 

own best interest. There is no credit or example to be set by this kind 

of behavior. 

 

Verse 35 

“But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without 

expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you 

will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and 

wicked.” 

 Jesus reasserts the principle, love your enemies.  

 Jesus again points out that love is behavioral. It issues in kind action 

even to the undeserving. This kind of behavior brings rewards to his 

followers, for in so behaving they are acting as does God. 
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