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Luke 6:36-38 

 

Verse 36 

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” 

 God’s mercy is at the heart of our relationship with him. Were we to 

receive what we deserved from God (God’s justice), we would burn in 

hell because of our sin. It is only through mercy that we can be 

forgiven and saved from eternal death. 

 

Verse 37 

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will 

not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.”  

 Jesus did not teach his followers that every behavior was acceptable. 

See Luke 6:43-45. He taught his followers to distinguish between 

what was right and what was wrong and to choose to do what was 

right.  

 He does teach us not to judge or condemn people who make mistakes 

and choose the wrong path. All people make mistakes and choose the 

wrong path. We cannot condone their behavior, but we do not reject 

them as people. We cannot join them in their bad behavior. We cannot 

allow them to believe that we find their behavior acceptable. 

However, we see them as people for whom Jesus died, and we seek to 

bring them back to him. 

 When the behavior of others hurts and/or offends us, we forgive them 

just as we have been forgiven. 
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Verse 38 

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the 

measure you use, it will be measured to you”. 

 In Jesus’ day weights for measurement were often unfair. The 

merchant would try to cheat his customer by using scales that 

measured light. Jesus taught his followers to think differently. They 

were to give everyone the benefit of the doubt. They were to treat 

people with mercy, not with justice. They were to remember that they 

had been so treated by God. 

 In return, they would receive blessing in abundance from the Father 

who would give back to them more than they gave.  
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