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Luke 6:39-45 
 
Verse 39-40 
He also told them this parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will 
they not both fall into a pit? A student is not above his teacher, but 
everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.” 

• A parable is a short story or incident which is told to make a specific 
point. In this case, Jesus combines two short stories which make the 
same point. 

• The first story is about a blind man who is being led by a blind man. 
Jesus points out that both of these persons are in danger because 
neither can see.  

• The second story is about the relationship between a teacher and a 
student or a disciple. The good disciple knows that he is not smarter 
than his teacher and so seeks to learn from his teacher so that he may 
become as enlightened as is his teacher. 

• The point of the two stories taken together is this: choose a wise 
teacher who knows the truth and learn from him. 

 
Verse 41-42 

 
“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 
attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, 
‘Brother let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to 
see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of 
your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother’s eye.” 

• Jesus gives his hearers a third parable. This one is about a man who 
wants to help his brother with his brother’s minor problem but who 
has done nothing with his own major problem. Jesus’ point is that we 
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must look first to ourselves. We cannot help someone else when we 
ourselves are not trying to follow the teachings of Jesus.  

 
Verse 43 
“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each 
tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from 
thornbushes, or grapes from briers. The good man brings good things out 
of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out 
of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his 
mouth speaks.” 

• Jesus gives a fourth parable. This one is about trees. He points out that 
trees only bear one kind of fruit. An apple tree does not produce 
cherries, etc. 

• His point is that the same thing is true of people. A good person 
brings forth good out of the good which resides in his/her heart and 
evil people bring out evil from the evil which is in their heart. As the 
Jesus put it, “By their fruit you will know them.”  

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Examples.  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.)  
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