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Luke 6:6-11 

 

Verse 6 

On another Sabbath he (Jesus) went into the synagogue and was teaching, 

and a man was there whose right hand was shriveled. 

 The controversy between Jesus and the Pharisees continues 

concerning the Sabbath and the proper observance of it. Jesus was in a 

synagogue. There was a man there with a deformed right hand. This 

deformity would have been considered the result of some particular 

sin done by this man or by his parents before he was born. It would 

have marked him as spiritually lesser than others who were not 

deformed. Because the deformity was of his right hand, the curse on 

him would have been considered more severe. Still, this man was in 

the synagogue listening to Jesus teach.  

 

Verse 7 

The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for a reason to 

accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal on the 

Sabbath. 
 This verse suggests that the man’s presence in the synagogue may 

have been a trap set up by the Pharisees and the teachers of the law. 

Perhaps they had planted the man with the shriveled hand there in 

hopes that Jesus would attempt to heal him on the Sabbath. 

 According to their Sabbath rules, to heal on the Sabbath was work. If 

Jesus healed the man, according to their understanding of things, Jesus 

would have broken the Sabbath. This would prove him to be a false 

prophet. 

 

Verse 8 

But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the man with the 

shriveled hand, “Get up and stand in front of everyone.” So he got up and 

stood there. 
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 This was exactly what the Pharisees and the teachers of the law were 

hoping for. Jesus was going to fall into their trap. He was going to do 

exactly as they hoped he would -- heal the man. 

 What they did not know was that Jesus was in complete control of the 

event and knew what they were thinking. 
 

Verse 9 

Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do 

good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?” 

 Jesus’ question cut to the heart of the matter. By healing the man, he 

would do a good work on the Sabbath. He would do something which 

would please God. By not healing the man, he would allow the man to 

continue to suffer the deformity and the disgrace which it brought to 

him.  

 On the other hand, the Pharisees were seeking to expose Jesus as a 

blasphemer and Sabbath-breaker. These were charges which would 

have led to his execution according to Jewish Law.  Without doing 

anything that directly, technically, broke the rules they were trying to 

take his life on the Sabbath day. 

 Jesus’ question pointed out who was really breaking the Sabbath.  

 

Verse 10 

He looked around at them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out your 

hand.” He did so, and his hand was completely restored. 

 Without doing anything, without saying a single word to affect the 

cure, Jesus healed the man. Jesus healed the man without breaking the 

Sabbath rules! 

 

Verse 11 

But they were furious and began to discuss with one another what they 

might do to Jesus. 

 They were angry because their plan to trap Jesus had failed. Once 

again, he had outsmarted them. 

 They did not learn anything from the point he had tried to make. 

Instead they were confirmed in their desire to take Jesus down and 

began to plot against him more seriously. 
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