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Luke 7:1-10 

 

Verse 1 

When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he 

entered Capernaum. 

 When Jesus had finished the sermon on the mount/plain, he returned 

to Capernaum, his home base.  

 

Verse 2 

There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and 

about to die. 

 A centurion was a Roman soldier who had command over a squad of 

100 men. 

 The centurion had a servant, a slave, who was sick and very near 

death. This slave was highly valued by the centurion. The slave was 

an important asset in his master’s household. 

  

Verse 3 

The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, 

asking him to come and heal his servant. 

 The centurion had heard about Jesus’ ability to heal the sick. So he 

asked some of his important Jewish friends to go to Jesus and to ask 

Jesus to heal his servant.  

 

Verse 4-6a 

When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man 

deserves to have you do this, because he loves our nation and has built our 

synagogue.” So Jesus went with them. 
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 The centurion was well thought of by his Jewish friends. He appears 

to be a “God-Fearer,” a non-Jew who believed in YHWH but had not 

yet joined the synagogue. The obstacle was most likely circumcision. 

 The centurion’s Jewish friends pleaded with Jesus to help him because 

of his kindness to them. He had provided the money to build their 

synagogue. 

 In response to their request on the centurion’s behalf, Jesus set out 

with them to go to the centurion’s house. 

 

Verse 6b-8 

He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to 

him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come 

under my roof. That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come 

to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a 

man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he 

goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ 

and he does it.” 

 When Jesus was still a little way away from the centurion’s house, the 

centurion sent a second delegation to meet Jesus. He explained that it 

was not necessary for Jesus to come to his house, and that he was 

unworthy to receive Jesus into his house. He said that he knew if Jesus 

just spoke, the servant would be healed.  

 

Verse 9 

When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd 

following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even 

in Israel.” 

 Jesus was impressed with the centurion’s faith. Jesus proclaimed that 

not even the Jews gave him this kind of respect. 

 

Verse 10 

Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the 

servant well. 

 Jesus did not even speak the requested word but the centurion’s 

servant was healed. 
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