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Luke 7:18-35 

 

Verse 18-20 

John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, he 

sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who was to come, or should 

we expect someone else?” When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John 

the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who was to come, or 

should we expect someone else?’” 

 John the Baptist was Jesus’ cousin. (See Luke 1-3) John had 

recognized Jesus as the Messiah when he was still in his mother’s 

womb. (See Luke 1:41) But Jesus and John did not live close together. 

As John was a recluse living isolated in the desert (See Matthew 3:1-

11), it is reasonable to assume that he and Jesus had little contact with 

each other over the years. 

 When John’s disciples brought news to him of what Jesus was doing 

he sent two of them to ask Jesus directly if Jesus was Israel’s Messiah 

or not. 

 In obedience to their teacher, these disciples went to Jesus with John’s 

question and asked it of him in John’s name. 

  

Verse 21-23 

At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses, and evil 

spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. So he replied to the 

messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: 

The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, 

the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the 

poor. Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.” 

 Jesus did not answer John with a direct “yes” or “no.” Instead he told 

John’s disciples to return to John and give him a report of what they 
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saw and heard. Jesus wanted John to draw his own conclusion on the 

basis of the evidence, not on the testimony of Jesus alone. 

 At that very moment, Jesus was doing the things the Old Testament 

Scripture said that Israel’s Messiah would do. Those who looked at 

the evidence with an open mind, as Jesus knew John would do, could 

not help but see who Jesus was.  

 However, many, who should have been loyal to the word of God and 

seen the signs which proclaimed Jesus to be Israel’s Messiah, missed 

the signs and so fell away because they did not see what God was 

doing in Jesus.  
 

Verse 24-30 

After John’s messenger’s left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about 

John: “What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the 

wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? 

No, those who wear expensive clothes, and indulge in luxury are in 

palaces. But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 

more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written: ‘I will send 

my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ I tell 

you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet 

the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” (All the 

people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ words, 

acknowledged that God’s way was right, because they had been baptized 

by John. But the Pharisees and experts in the law rejected God’s purpose 

for themselves, because they had not been baptized by John.) 

 After the departure of John’s disciples, Jesus turned to the crowd. He 

spoke to them about John’s role in God’s plan. The Jews believed that 

God would send a prophet like the prophet Elijah before the Messiah 

came. This prophet would prepare the hearts of God’s people to 

receive the Messiah. (See Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 3:1 & Matthew 3:1-3) 

Jesus said that this was John’s part to play in God’s plan. He was the 

voice crying in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 

 The people understood and accepted what Jesus said about John 

because they had heard John preach, had repented of their sins, and 

had been baptized by him. 

 However, the Pharisees and the Teachers of the Law, those who 

should have seen all that God was doing, had rejected John, as they 

would reject Jesus. Though all the signs were in place and the 

Scripture was unfolding before their eyes, they chose not to see what 

God was doing. 
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Verse 31-35 

“To what, then, can I compare the people of this generation? What are 

they like? They are like children sitting in the marketplace calling out to 

each other: ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a 

dirge, and you did not cry.’ For John the Baptist came neither eating 

bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man 

came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, 

a friend of tax collectors and “sinners.”’ But wisdom is proved right by all 

her children.” 

 Jesus was talking to those who would not believe in either he or John. 

He told them that they were like stubborn children who were refusing 

to join in the games the other children were playing. He meant that 

they could not be satisfied, for nothing pleased them. John came 

obeying all the rules and calling others to get right with God by 

repenting and they rejected his call. Jesus came proclaiming the good 

news of the kingdom by healing, raising the dead, etc., and they 

rejected him. Nothing pleased them because they would not see. 

 But, Jesus said, in the end, those who accepted his message and 

accepted him as Savior would be proven right! 
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