
 1 

Exegetical Notes - Luke 7:36-50 

“Jesus and the Prostitute” 
Prepared by Charles H. Jensen, Pastor, Cornerstone Fellowship 

101 Kylies Road, Coatesville, PA 19320 

610-384-1375 

charleshjensen@aol.com 

 

 

 

Luke 7:36-50 

 

Verse 36 

Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he 

went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at table. 

 Jesus was invited to be a guest at a dinner party given by a Pharisee 

named Simon. (See verse 40)  

 The Pharisees were not Jesus’ friends. Therefore, the invitation is 

suspicious. Was Jesus invited as Simon’s guest or did Simon hope to 

impress his friends by catching Jesus in a trap? 

 Knowing the answer to that question beforehand, Jesus accepted the 

invitation and went to Simon’s party. 

 

Verse 37-38 

When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus 

was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of 

perfume, and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet 

his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them 

and poured perfume on them. 

 An unusual scene unfolded at Simon’s table. Jesus was reclining at the 

table according to custom. He leaned on his left elbow and his feet 

were stretched out behind him. Somehow, a woman who was a 

prostitute managed to enter the house and position herself directly 

behind Jesus. Her tears fell on his feet wetting them. She then wiped 

them dry with her hair. She had brought a very expensive jar of very 

expensive perfume with her and she poured the perfume on Jesus’ 

feet. 

 One might well ask, “How such a person as this gained entrance to the 

home of a prominent person such as Simon?” Was it arranged 
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beforehand? Did she often visit Simon, perhaps in her professional 

capacity? Or was this simply the plan of God unfolding? 

 The scene must have shocked the other guests. The woman’s contact 

with Jesus’ body and her behavior was seductive and inappropriate.  
 

Verse 39 

When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If 

this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what 

kind of woman she is – that she is a sinner.” 

 Simon “said to himself.” The phrase means that he spoke these words 

quietly under his breath. Only he and perhaps those close to him 

could hear what he said. His words indicate that he now knew that 

Jesus was a false prophet because he had allowed this sinful woman 

to touch him in this unacceptable way. 

 If this was a trap arranged by Simon to expose Jesus, he thinks that it 

worked and he has proved Jesus to be false. If it was not a trap, 

Simon has now reached the wrong conclusion. He now thinks that 

Jesus is a false prophet.   

 

Verse 40 

Jesus answered him, “Simon. I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, 

teacher,” he said. 

 Despite the decision that Simon has reached about Jesus, he still treats 

Jesus with utmost respect calling him “Rabbi.”  

 

Verse 41-43 

“Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five 

hundred denarii, and the other only fifty. Neither of them had the money 

to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will 

love him more?” Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger 

debt canceled.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 

 Jesus set a case before Simon. Two men owed a moneylender (was 

this Simon’s business?) sums of money. One owed the man the 

equivalent of fifty day’s wages. The other owed five hundred day’s 

wages. Neither could repay what was owed so the moneylender 

forgave both debts. Jesus’ question was which of the two would be 

most grateful. Certainly both would be grateful under the 

circumstances. But one would assume that the one who had the larger 

debt would be most grateful to the moneylender. 
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 So Simon said, and Jesus acknowledged that he had answered 

correctly. 

 

 Verse 44-48 

Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this 

woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my 

feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You 

did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not 

stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has 

poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 

forgiven – for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves 

little.” Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

 Jesus pointed out to Simon that he had not received Jesus with 

common courtesy. When a guest came to your house in those times, it 

was common courtesy to offer water to wash his feet. Simon had not 

done this for Jesus, even though he had done it for his other guests. In 

those days, it was common to greet guests with a kiss. Simon had not 

so greeted Jesus, although he had so greeted his other guests. Simon 

had deliberately snubbed Jesus when Jesus came to his house. 

 In those days, oil would have been poured over the head of an 

honored guest at such an affair as Simon’s party. Simon did not so 

welcome Jesus. 

 Jesus pointed out that this sinful woman had provided all the social 

amenities that Simon had neglected to provide. Jesus said that because 

she loved him, all her sins were forgiven. But Simon’s sins were not 

forgiven because he refused to acknowledge who Jesus was. 

 

Verse 49-50 

The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even 

forgives sins?” Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you, go in 

peace.” 

 Even if she had been part of a plot to expose Jesus as a fraud, she was 

a believer and her faith in Jesus had set her free from her sins. 
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