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Luke 8:4-15 

 

Verse 4 

While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from 

town after town, he told them this parable: 

 As the crowd was gathering Jesus told the following parable. 

 A parable is a short story told to illustrate a specific point. It is not an 

allegory but, instead, an illustration.    

 

Verse 5-8 

“A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some 

fell along the path; it was trampled on and the birds of the air ate it up. 

Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they 

had no moisture. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and 

choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded 

a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.” When he said this, he 

called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 Jesus told a story about a farmer who went out to sow seed. The 

farmer is just any farmer and the scene was common to the life of the 

time. 

 The farmer scattered his seed by tossing handfuls of it over the desired 

area. The process was indiscriminate so the seed fell both on and 

outside the desired area. 

 Some of the seed fell on the path. In Jesus’ day, farmers left pathways 

between their fields to allow pedestrians to travel through the area 

without disturbing the main crop. Jesus explained that the seed on the 

path was trampled. It did not have an opportunity to sprout. It was 

quickly eaten up by birds. 

 Some of the seed fell on soil under which there was a rock 

outcropping. This seed sprouted quickly but withered and died 
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because there was no water for it in the shallow soil because of the 

rock beneath. 

 Some of the soil fell onto ground which was already contaminated 

with weed seed. The weed seed and the crop seed sprouted and grew 

together. But eventually the weeds crowded out the good crop. 

 Some seed fell into soil which had been prepared to receive it. This 

seed produced a crop a hundred times greater than that which had 

been planted. 

 Jesus they invited his hearers to consider the story and to figure out its 

lesson. 
  

Verse 9 

His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 

 Apparently, the disciples of Jesus could not figure out the meaning of 

the story. So they asked Jesus to explain its meaning to them. 

 

Verse 10 

He said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been 

given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, 

‘though seeing, they may not see; 

though hearing, they may not understand.’” 

 This quotation comes from Isaiah 6:9. It states the truth. Some people 

see the truth and understand it. Others see it and hear it but are 

unable, it seems, to comprehend it. 

 Jesus wanted his disciples to know that their eyes and ears would be 

open to the truth and that they would understand it. 

 

Verse 11-15 

“This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. Those 

along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes 

away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 

Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they 

hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of 

testing they fall away. The seed that fell among thorns stands for those 

who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, 

riches, and pleasures, and they do not mature. But the seed on good soil 

stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, 

and by persevering produce a crop. 

 Jesus then explained the parable to his followers. 

 The seed represents the word of God. 
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 The soil represents various kinds of people who hear the word of God. 

 The seed that fell on the path, explains what happens when some 

people hear the word of God. They hear it, but before anything 

happens, it is snatched away by Satan and forgotten. It does not 

change anything for them. 

 The seed that fell on the rocky outcrop represents people who appear 

to have heard and responded to the word of God. However, when a 

problem arises, they give up on God. 

 The seed that fell among the thorns represents those people who hear 

God’s word but are so charmed by all of the world’s stuff that they 

give up on God so that they can have all that the world promises. 

 The seed that fell on good soil represents those people who hear and 

respond to the word of God. They receive it. They order their lives by 

it. They are changed by the word of God and lead other people to God 

because of the blessing God imparts to them. 
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