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Luke 8:40-56 

 

Verse 40 

Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all 

expecting him. 

 When Jesus came back from the far side of the lake (see Luke 8:22 

and 8:26) a large group of people were waiting for him. 

  

Verse 41-42a 

Then a man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at 

Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to come to his house because his only 

daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying. 

 One of those waiting for Jesus was Jairus. This man, who was the 

pastor in a local synagogue, was waiting for Jesus because his twelve 

year old daughter was dying. In the belief that Jesus could help the 

girl, Jairus begged Jesus to come home with him. 

 

Verse 42b-44 

As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. And a woman 

was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one 

could heal her. She came up behind him and touched the edge of his 

cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. 

 As Jesus was making his way towards Jairus’ house he was slowed by 

the press of the crowds. 

 In the crowd was a woman who had been bleeding for twelve years. 

Note that this woman had been sick for the entire twelve years of 

Jairus’ daughter’s life. No one had been able to stop her bleeding. 

 But when she reached out and touched the edge of Jesus robe, she was 

instantly healed. The bleeding stopped instantly. 
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Verse 45-46 

“Who touched me?” Jesus asked. When they all denied it, Peter said, 

“Master the people are crowding and pressing against you.” But Jesus 

said, “Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me.”  

 Jesus knew that healing power had gone out of him when the woman 

was cured. So he asked who touched him. Peter was unaware of the 

healing. As the crowd was pressing in close to Jesus, he thought that 

Jesus’ question was unreasonable. But Jesus wanted this woman to 

acknowledge her healing. 

  

Verse 47-48 

Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling 

and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had 

touched him and how she had been instantly healed. Then he said to her, 

“Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.” 

 The woman reluctantly came forward and told the crowd her story and 

how she had been cured.  

 

Verse 49-50 

While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, 

the synagogue ruler. “Your daughter is dead,” he said, “Don’t bother the 

teacher anymore.” Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; 

just believe, and she will be healed.” 

 At the very moment that the woman was being assured by Jesus that 

her healing was effective, news came that Jairus’ daughter had died. 

One might have argued that the girl’s death was due to the delay from 

the crowd and the healing. But Jesus urged Jairus to continue to have 

faith. Jesus told Jairus that if he believed, his daughter would be 

healed. But Jairus’ daughter was already dead. 

 

Verse 51-53 

When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with 

him except Peter, John and James, and the child’s father and mother. 

Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. “Stop 

wailing,” Jesus said, “She is not dead but asleep.” They laughed at him, 

knowing that she was dead. 

 By the time Jesus arrived at Jairus’ house, people were in full 

mourning. They were weeping and wailing over the dead child. 
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 When Jesus told them that the girl was not dead but only sleeping they 

laughed at him, for they knew that she was dead. 

 Taking only his closest disciples and the parents of the girl Jesus went 

into the room where the child’s body was. 

 

Verse 54-56 

But he took her by the hand and said, “My child, get up!” Her spirit 

returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her 

something to eat. Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to 

tell anyone what had happened. 

 Jesus brought the child back from the dead and restored her to life. 

 Her parents could not believe what had happened. 

 Jesus ordered the parents not to tell what had happened. Several times 

Jesus gives this command. We do not know why Jesus commands 

people not to tell, but apparently, it was the wrong time for telling. 

Perhaps because the telling of the story would put people in danger of 

offending the authorities. See John 9. 
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