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Luke 9:1-9 

 

Verse 1-2 

When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and 

authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them 

out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 

 Jesus practiced an excellent method of preparing his disciples to 

become disciple makers. In Luke 8:1ff, he traveled with them showing 

them that he had authority over all of the elements of creation, both 

natural and spiritual. He also preached the good news of the kingdom 

in their hearing to crowds of all sizes. Having shown them what to do, 

he now sent them out to do, themselves, what he had been doing. 

 However, before sending them out he gave them the power and the 

authority they needed to be effective in ministry.  

 He established clear guidelines for them. Their first priority was to 

preach the good news that the kingdom of God was at hand, and their 

second priority was to heal people.  

  

Verse 3-5 

He told them: “Take nothing for the journey -- no staff, no bag, no bread, 

no money, no extra tunic. Whatever house you enter, stay there until you 

leave that town. If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet 

when you leave their town, as a testimony against them.” 

 They were not to become preoccupied with their own needs or 

comfort or popularity. They were to stick to the task they had been 

given, for those tasks were of the utmost importance. 

 Their success was not determined by the number of people who 

accepted the message they brought but by their willingness to do that 

which was asked of them. 

 



 2 

Verse 6 

So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and 

healing people everywhere. 

 Jesus’ disciples did exactly as they were instructed to do. They went 

from place to place preaching the good news and healing people 

  

Verse 7-9 

Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And he was 

perplexed, because some were saying that John had been raised from the 

dead, others that Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the 

prophets of long ago had come back to life. But Herod said, “I beheaded 

John. Who, then, is this I hear such things about?” And he tried to see 

him.  

 Jesus and his disciples caused a stir throughout the region. The 

governor, Herod, heard of all that was going on and wondered who 

Jesus really was. 

 Some people said that Jesus was John the Baptist raised from the 

dead. But Herod discounted this idea because he had ordered that John 

be beheaded. John’s body and head had not been buried together. 

Therefore, he could not have been raised from the dead. 

 Some people said that Jesus was Elijah, the prophet who was to come 

before the Messiah came. 

 Others said that Jesus was one of the great prophets of Israel restored 

to life. 

 It is important to understand that because the disciples’ ministry was 

so on target, because they kept their priorities straight, they created a 

commotion throughout the land which reached to the highest and most 

important levels of culture.  
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