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Luke 9:10-17 

 

Verse 10-11a 

When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. 

Then he took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town 

called Bethsaida, but the crowds learned about it and followed him.  

 After the Twelve had had an opportunity to try their wings at ministry, 

they returned to Jesus and told him about their experiences. Jesus took 

them to Bethsaida, a small town on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. 

 Even though Jesus’ intention was to be alone with the disciples and 

the place was remote, crowds followed Jesus there. 

  

Verse 11b 

He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and 

healed those who needed healing. 

 Jesus did exactly as he had instructed his disciples to do. Though he 

had gone apart to be alone with his disciples, ministry took 

precedence over personal needs. He taught those who came to him 

and healed those who needed healing. 

  

Verse 12 

Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send the crowd 

away so they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find 

food and lodging, because we are in a remote place here.” 

 As the day was ending and evening was approaching, Jesus’ disciples 

became concerned because the setting was remote and there was no 

place, close at hand, where those in the crowd could buy food or find 

lodging.  
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Verse 13a 

He replied, “You give them something to eat.”  

 When he sent his disciples out, Jesus had given them specific 

instructions. (See verses 3-5) They were to be entirely dependent on 

God. He had attempted to show them that they could trust God to 

provide for their needs. Apparently, they had done that when they 

were out on their own. Now, Jesus was demonstrating the principle 

for them. They should trust God to supply what they needed to feed 

the crowd. 

 

Verse 13b-14a 

They answered, “We have only five loaves of bread and two fish -- unless 

we go and buy food for all this crowd.” (About five thousand men were 

there.) 

 The disciples have not yet learned the lesson! They responded to 

Jesus’ instruction by telling him that they lack the resources to 

accomplish the task. It is hopeless! They could never feed so many. 

 

Verse 14b-17 

But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty 

each.” The disciples did so, and everybody sat down. Taking the five loaves 

and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke 

them. Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the people. They all 

ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of 

broken pieces that were left over. 

 Having organized the crowd into smaller groups and having given 

thanks to God for what they had, Jesus used the five loaves and two 

fish to feed the entire crowd. Everyone ate until they were satisfied. 

The disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of leftovers. There was one 

basketful for each disciple. There was more leftover food than there 

was of the entire meal with which they began. Jesus showed them that 

they could trust God to meet their every need.  
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