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Luke 9:18-27 
 
Verse 18 
Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, 
he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?”  

• Jesus and his disciples were away from the crowds in a private place. 
Jesus was praying. After he had finished praying, he asked the 
disciples to tell him what the crowds of people who were coming to 
him were saying about him. 
  

Verse 19 
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.” 

• Jews believe that Elijah, the Old Testament prophet, would return to 
earth to prepare the way for the Messiah to come. Christians believe 
that John the Baptist was the Elijah-like one who came to prepare the 
way for Jesus, the Messiah. The period of prophetic speech had ended 
in Israel 400 years before Jesus lived on earth. Many Jews wondered 
why God no longer spoke to them through prophets as he once had. 
The common thread in all of these responses is that the people saw 
something exceptional in Jesus but none of them had caught the true 
significance of who he was. All responses fall short. 
  

Verse 20 
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say that I am?” Peter 
answered, “The Christ of God.” 

• Jesus then turns the question and pointedly asks the disciple who they 
think him to be. 
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• Peter boldly proclaims that Jesus is God’s Messiah. (Messiah is the 
Hebrew word for anointed one. Christ is the Greek word for anointed 
one.) Peter proclaims that Jesus is the Messiah. 

  
Verse 21 
Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone.  

• It is not yet time to tell the world the news that the Messiah has come. 
So Jesus tells the disciples not to share this news yet. It is not yet time 
according to the timing of God. 

 
Verse 22 
And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders, chief priests, and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and 
on the third day be raised to life.” 

• Jesus then explained that there were things that needed to happen 
before the proclamation of his place as God’s Messiah. He must be 
rejected by the Jewish authorities. He must die and be raised from the 
dead. Only after these things had happened should it be revealed by 
the disciples that he was the Messiah. 

• In these verses Jesus clearly predicts his own death and resurrection. 
This prediction must have caused the disciples to wonder. 

 
Verse 23-24 
Then he said to them all, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it!” 

• Here Jesus lays down a very basic principle for all who would follow 
him. As he himself will surrender his life to save us, so we must give 
up our lives to him if we want to live eternally. It is all or nothing. 
You cannot give some of you to Jesus and keep some for you. To 
follow Jesus we must lay down our lives. We must lay down 
everything.  

 
Verse 25 
“What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit 
his very self?”  

• Jesus simply asks what you have achieved if you manage to gain the 
world’s stuff but have not secured your eternal future. In fact, the 
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world’s stuff will not provide life beyond that which you live in this 
world. 

 
Verse 26-27 
“If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father 
and of the holy angels. I tell you the truth, some who are standing here 
will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God.” 

• Jesus proclaims that he will not stand up in heaven for those who are 
not totally committed to him while they are here on earth. Only those 
who openly acknowledge him here will he acknowledge as his before 
God. 

• Jesus promises that some of those to whom he was speaking, the 
disciples, will not die before they see the kingdom of God. There are 
two explanations of what he meant. (1) In Luke 17 some of the 
disciples will see Jesus in the splendor he will have in God’s 
kingdom. Thus some of them will see the Kingdom of God before 
they taste death. (2) The reference is to the post resurrection times. 
The kingdom of God began on earth with the resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead. So it is present here now even though it is not fully 
achieved here yet. Thus, the disciples experienced the kingdom of 
God before tasting death. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Who Is Jesus?  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.)  
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