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Luke 9:27-36 
 
Verse 27 
“I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death 
before they see the kingdom of God.” 

• Jesus promised that some of those to whom he was speaking, the 
disciples, would not die before they saw the kingdom of God. In the 
verses which follow three of Jesus’ disciples; Peter, James, and John, 
will see Jesus transfigured as he will be seen in the Kingdom of God.   
 

Verse 28 
About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with 
him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 

• It was only eight days after Jesus promised that some of his disciples 
would not die before seeing the kingdom of God that these events 
happened. 

• Notice that Jesus had gone off to pray. It was his custom to pray 
privately and he did so often. 

• Jesus took only Peter, James, and John with him when he went off to 
pray.  
 

Verse 29 
As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes 
became as bright as a flash of lightning. 

• As Jesus prayed, his countenance changed. He took upon himself his 
Heavenly form. For a more complete description of the Heavenly 
Jesus see Revelation 2:12-16. 
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Verse 30-31 
Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with 
Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to 
fulfillment at Jerusalem.  

• Moses was considered the highest of the prophets. 
• Elijah was the prophet who the Jews believed would come before the 

Messiah to prepare the way for him. 
• These two prophets came to talk with Jesus about the events that 

would lead to Jesus crucifixion. 
 
Verse 32 
Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully 
awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 

• Even though the three disciples who were with Jesus were drifting 
towards sleep during the prayer time, when they saw Jesus’ changed 
appearance and the two men with him, they were startled into being 
wide awake. There is no doubt that these three men saw this with their 
own eyes. It was not a trance or a dream. 
  

Verse 33 
As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good        
for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters -- one for you, one for Moses 
and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.) 

• First, notice that the disciples who were with Jesus clearly knew that 
the two men they saw with Jesus were Moses and Elijah. 

• Second, notice that Peter was so impressed by what he had seen that 
he wanted to build monuments to commemorate the moment. 

• However, Peter had missed the significance of the event. Jesus had 
met with Moses and Elijah to discuss the events that were about to 
happen and which would change the course of human history by 
revealing God’s plan to save us from our sin. While what Peter had 
seen was wonderful and fulfilled Jesus’ promise that some of his 
disciples would not die until they had seen the kingdom of God, the 
focus of the event was not on the event. The focus was on what would 
follow. Therefore Peter’s “three booth” suggestion was out of place.   
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Verse 34-35 
While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they 
were afraid as they entered the cloud. A voice came from the cloud, saying, 
“This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.”  

• As Peter was making his suggestion about the shelters, a fog 
enveloped the group. The fog came on them suddenly and frightened 
Jesus’ three disciples. 

• A voice, clearly God’s voice, spoke from the fog affirming that Jesus 
was his son and demanding that Peter be quiet and listen to Jesus.  
God was reminding Peter that Jesus was the center of the event and 
that Peter should do as Jesus told him to do. 

 
Verse 36 
When the voice had spoken, they found Jesus was alone. The disciples 
kept this to themselves, and told no one at that time what they had seen. 

• When the event was over, Jesus returned to his earthly appearance. 
Moses and Elijah were gone. But the disciples told no one what they 
had seen that day until much later in time.  

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled HIS Glory Revealed.  They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.)  
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