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Luke 9:57-62 
 
Verse 57-58 
As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and the birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 

• As they traveled toward Jerusalem, a man approached Jesus 
professing that he would follow Jesus anywhere that Jesus might go. 
Jesus discouraged the man by reminding him that he had no home in 
which to take shelter. Jesus apparently understood that this man could 
not or would not give up the security and safety of a home to follow 
Jesus. 
  

Verse 59-60 
He said to another man, “Follow me.” But the man replied, “Lord, first let 
me go and bury my father.” Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their 
own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

• Jesus approached another man extending to him the opportunity to 
follow him. The man asked permission to delay his decision to follow 
Jesus until after the death and burial of his father. He wanted to delay 
following Jesus. 

• Jesus told the man that people who were spiritually alive would not 
delay their decision to follow him. He said that people who were 
spiritually alive should devote themselves to spreading the Gospel. 
 

Verse 61-62 
Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say 
good-by to my family.” Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the 
plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 
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• A third man came to Jesus offering to follow him. He asked to be 
allowed to return to his home to say goodbye to his family before he 
began his journey with Jesus. 

• Jesus responded that a man could not plow a field properly when he 
was looking backwards. He said that someone who was looking back 
was not fit for service in God’s cause. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Three Men with Wrong Answers.  
They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone 
Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.)  
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