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Mark 1:14-20 
 
Verse 14-15  
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the 
good news of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is 
near. Repent and believe the good news!”  

• John is John the Baptist. He was put in prison and beheaded. The 
story is found in Matthew 14:1-12, Luke 3:1-19, and Mark 6:14-29. 

• Following John’s imprisonment, Jesus began his public ministry. His 
message was that it was time to prepare by repenting, for the kingdom 
of God was close at hand.  

 
Verse 16  
As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 

• One day as Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, a lake about 
700 feet below sea level, also called Lake Gennesaret or the Sea of 
Tiberias or the Sea of Kinnereth, he saw Simon and Andrew fishing. 

• This probably was not Jesus’ first meeting with them. See John 1:35-
42. 

 
Verse 17-18 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” At 
once they left their nets and followed him.  

• This is the basic call that Jesus issues to his disciples. He invites 
them to come and follow him. In so doing, they will need to leave 
behind what they are doing. The promise is that what they receive 
will outshine what they leave behind. 

• Jesus’ call is concise and requires a definite response. You cannot 
remain where you are and follow him! Simon and Andrew made 
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the proper response. They left what they were doing behind and 
accepted Jesus’ invitation. 

 
Verse 19-20 
When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he called them, 
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and 
followed him.  

• A little later, Jesus saw James and his brother John in a boat. They 
were preparing, mending, their nets in preparation for going fishing. 
Their father, Zebedee, was working with them as were several men 
who worked for them. Jesus issued the same call to them as he had to 
Simon and Andrew. Like the first two, James and John dropped 
everything to accept Jesus’ invitation. Their response was immediate. 
They left their father sitting in the boat. They dropped everything to 
follow Jesus.  
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