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Mark 1:21-28 
 
Verse 21  
They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into 
the synagogue and began to teach.  

• Jesus was raised in Nazareth in Galilee. However, the place from 
which he operated during the early stages of his ministry on earth was 
not Nazareth. It was Capernaum, another town in Galilee. We are not 
sure why the center of Jesus’ operation changed. Perhaps it was 
because Capernaum was a larger place with more opportunities. 

• On the Sabbath, Jesus went to the Synagogue. In the first century, 
Synagogues were important places for Jews. They provided 
opportunities for Jews to gather to study the Scripture and to pray. 
These places developed during the exile when the Temple was not in 
existence because Israel’s enemies had destroyed it. Synagogues are, 
therefore, not mentioned in the Old Testament. 

• Jesus took advantage of the custom of the Synagogue. There, guests 
were allowed to bring greetings to the congregation. Jesus used the 
greeting time as an opportunity to teach.   

 
Verse 22  
The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one 
who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 

• In Jesus’ day, the teachers of the law did not teach on the basis of their 
own understanding of the Scripture. They taught by reciting what 
previous sages had taught about the Scriptures. So a teacher would 
say, “Rabbi ‘X’ says that this passage means this or that, and his 
opinion is supported by Rabbi ‘Y’ who is supported by Rabbi ‘W.’ 
Jesus spoke about the Scripture from his own mind. He did not bother 
to quote the other rabbis. This excited the people. He spoke clearly as 
one who, himself, understood the Bible. 



 2 

 
Verse 23-24 
Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit 
cried out, “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come 
to destroy us! I know who you are -- the Holy One of God!”  

• A man who cried out in the synagogue meeting interrupted Jesus’ 
teaching. An evil spirit controlled this man and made him cry out. 

• First, it is essential to understand that the New Testament and Jesus 
accept the idea that people can be controlled by evil spirits. This 
concept is not debated in the Bible. Therefore, we must accept the 
possibility. People can be possessed, dominated, and controlled by 
evil spirits. 

• Second, the purpose of this spirit’s domination is to disturb the 
person in question and to deny him the ability to understand and 
take comfort from the word and person of God. In this case, the 
possessed man is so upset by Jesus’ presence that he cries out. He 
cannot be still. He is irritated by the spirit because Jesus is teaching 
the truth. This is still what evil spirits do. They disturb. 

• Third, this spirit knows who Jesus is. He knows that he stands in 
the presence of the Son of God and he is afraid for his life. 

• Fourth, the spirit speaks so as to confuse others who are listening. 
He is just one spirit. However, he refers to himself as “we.” He 
may know that Jesus not only threatens him but the whole 
kingdom of Satan and so speaks for the entire demon world. 
However, to those listening, this member of their community 
seems to suggest that Jesus has come to destroy the synagogue!   

• Fifth, it is important to note where this spirit likes to hang out. He 
is there in the midst of the people of God listening to Jesus teach. 
He likes to be in the midst of the people of God. 

 
Verse 25-26 
“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” The evil spirit shook 
the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.”   

• The word translated “be quiet,” is better translated “be muzzled.” It 
means to be brought under control, not just to be quiet. The word 
implies that the spirit is violent and dangerous and must be brought 
under control. Jesus speaks to it “sternly” meaning that he assumes 
authority over it. Jesus commanded the spirit to surrender control of 
the man by coming out of him. 
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• In acknowledgement of Jesus’ power and authority over it, the spirit 
left the man.  

• The spirit shrieks as it departs as a final sign of protest. It does not 
want to release the man from its control, but it must obey the 
command of the Son of God.  

 
Verse 27-28 
The people were all so amazed that they asked each other “What is this? A 
new teaching -- and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and 
they obey him.” News about him spread quickly over the whole region of 
Galilee. 

• The people in the synagogue were amazed by what they saw. They 
concluded that they had heard something new and marveled at the 
authority with which Jesus spoke. As a result of what happened, news 
about Jesus and Jesus’ teaching spread throughout the region. 
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