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Mark 10:1-12 
 
Verse 1 
Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea and across the 
Jordan. Again crowds of people came to him, and as was his custom, he 
taught them. 

• In this case, the region into which Jesus went has significance. Jesus 
was in the region ruled over by Herod Antipas. Herod was married to 
Herodius, his niece, who had previously been married to Herod Philip, 
the brother of Herod Antipas. John the Baptist had been beheaded by 
Herod Antipas because he said that this marriage was illegal which, 
by Jewish law, it was.  

• A great many people surrounded Jesus. He was not alone.  
 

Verse 2 
Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife?”  

• The conservative religious leaders set a trap for Jesus by asking him, 
in front of many witnesses, if divorce was lawful. They had just 
missed the point of the debate between John the Baptist and Herod 
Antipas. The issue between Herod and John was not divorce but 
remarrying a divorced woman who had previously been married to 
your brother. Antipas had settled the issue by executing John. The 
Pharisees hoped that Jesus would take the same tact as had John. 
Their hope was that someone in the crowd would tell Herod and that 
he would end the Jesus problem as he had ended the John problem.  

 
Verse 3-4 
“What did Moses command you?” he replied. They said, “Moses permitted 
a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”    
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• Jesus, understanding that the Pharisees had asked the wrong question, 
simply pointed them back to the Law of Moses, which does allow for 
a man to divorce his wife. (Women were not given the right to divorce 
but could be divorced.) Jesus’ response establishes the legality of 
Herodius’ divorce according to established procedure.  

• Their response to Jesus shows that the Pharisees were familiar with 
the law. They quoted it to him correctly.(See Deuteronomy 24) 

 
Verse 5-9 
“It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” 
Jesus replied. “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and 
female. For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ Therefore what God 
has joined together, let man not separate.” 

• Jesus went on to point out that, while the law allowed divorce, 
divorce was not God’s intention. God’s intention was for a man and 
woman who married to become one flesh, to be united and to remain 
married. He contended that the allowance of divorce was granted to 
hard-hearted men who might mistreat women to whom they no longer 
wished to remain married. Divorce was allowed, but not encouraged 
by God. 

 
Verse 10-12 
When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. 
He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman 
commits adultery against her. And if she divorces her husband and 
marries another man, she commits adultery.” 

• When they were apart from the crowd and alone, Jesus’ disciples 
asked him about what his reply related to becoming one flesh meant 
if divorce happened. Jesus’ response indicates that when a man and a 
woman become one flesh before God, that bond cannot be dissolved. 
So, if a person who had been one flesh with another remarries, even 
if a legal divorce occurs, they are committing adultery. 
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