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Mark 10:32-45 
 
Verse 32a 
They were on their way to Jerusalem with Jesus leading the way, and the 
disciples were astonished, while those who followed were afraid. 

• At this moment, Jesus deliberately set out to go to Jerusalem. His 
determination astonished and frightened his followers. This was the 
beginning of the trip that would end in his crucifixion.  

 
Verse 32b-34 
Again he took the Twelve aside and told them what was going to happen to 
him. “We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of Man will 
be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law. They will condemn 
him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, who will mock him 
and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.”  

• Jesus revealed what was going to happen to him in Jerusalem to the 
Twelve. His words indicate the serious nature of what was ahead and 
indicate that he knew what he was about to face before it happened.  

 
Verse 35 
Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they 
said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.”    

• At that time, two of the Twelve, James and John, came to Jesus and 
asked him to do what they wanted him to do. 

 
Verse 36 
“What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 

• Since Jesus knew all about his impending betrayal and death, it is 
likely that he also knew what these two wanted. But he asked them to 
tell him anyway.  
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Verse 37 
They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in 
your glory.” 

• Given the gravity of Jesus’ revelation about his death, the request that 
these men make is astonishingly selfish and inappropriate. They 
asked to be given seats of honor in the kingdom of God.  

 
Verse 38 
“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the 
cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” 

• Jesus tells them that they do not understand what they are asking for. 
He tells them that they can only have these positions of honor if they 
are willing to endure what he is about to endure. 

 
Verse 39-40 
“We can,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I 
drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, but to sit at my 
right or left is not for me to grant.  These places belong to those for whom 
they have been prepared.” 

• James and John are sure that they can do what is required to secure the 
favor they have requested of Jesus. They are very confident. 

• Jesus, who knows what lies ahead, assured them that they will die for 
their faith. But informs them that he is unable to grant what they have 
requested.  

 
Verse 41 
When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and 
John. 

• The other disciples were angry with James and John for making this 
request of Jesus. 

 
Verse 42 
Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are 
regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 
exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be 
first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
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• Noticing that the ten were angry with James and John, Jesus told the 
Twelve that they were not to adopt the attitude of the world. They 
were to have the attitude that he modeled. The greatest among them 
would be the servant of all, just as Jesus was the ransom for many.  

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Indignant! They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. 
Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
 
  
 


