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Mark 11:27-33 
 
Verse 27 
They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the 
temple courts, the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came 
to him. 

• These events happened on the third day after the triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem.  

• Jesus was again in the temple. He was not doing anything but walking 
through the temple courts when he was stopped by an impressive 
delegation of Jewish leaders. 

 
Verse 28 
“By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who 
gave you authority to do this?”  

• These men represented the authorities in the temple and in all 
Judaism. They had not given Jesus authority to act. So they are asking 
him, since he did not have authority from them, by what authority he 
acted. They were most likely referring to the cleansing of the temple. 
See Mark 11:12-19 But they may also be questioning his teachings. 

 
Verse 29-30  
Jesus replied, “I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you 
by what authority I am doing these things. John’s baptism…was it from 
heaven, or from men? Tell me!”  

• John the Baptist had been executed by King Herod for criticizing 
Herod’s marriage. See Mark 6:14-29. Jesus’ question focuses 
attention on this act. 
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Verse 31-33a 
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ 
he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From 
men’….” (They feared the people, for everyone else held that John really 
was a prophet.) So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

• Jesus’ question revealed that, for these men, authority and truth were 
not the real issue. They acted out of “political expediency.” Because 
they feared what the crowd would think, they adjusted truth. Their 
true authority was public opinion and what they thought would be 
most beneficial to them. 

 
Verse 33b 
Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things.”  

• Having shown their lack of respect for true authority and truth, Jesus 
moved on, refusing to answer them. 
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