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Mark 12:13-17 
 
Verse 13 
Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him 
in his words. 

• Pharisees were religiously conservative Jews who practiced strict 
obedience to the law of Moses. They would have opposed Jewish 
association with non-Jews on the basis of their obedience to the law. 
Herodians were Jews who favored cooperation with the Romans. 
Thus, this delegation was composed of Jews who disapproved of each 
other’s position regarding Rome. .  

• The Chief Priest sent this delegation to Jesus for the purpose of 
catching him “in his words.” They were supposed to try to get Jesus to 
say something that would get him into trouble. 

 
Verse 14a 
They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know you are a man of integrity. 
You aren’t swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are; 
but you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth.”  

• Their approach to Jesus appears to be quite respectable. They 
acknowledge that he is a teacher who teaches the way of God without 
being influenced by powerful men. He tells it the way it is regardless 
of who opposes him. They hope to throw him off guard with flattery.  

 
Verse 14b-15a  
“Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not? Should we pay or shouldn’t we?”  

• Among Jews, this was a highly controversial issue. Jews were 
required to pay taxes to Rome .Some conservative Jews simply 
refused to pay the taxes because they believed that by paying the tax 
they were acknowledging Rome’s right to rule in Israel. Others, like 
the Herodians, argued that the tax should be paid. If Jesus said that the 
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Jews should pay taxes to Rome, he would lose support from the 
conservative side of Judaism represented by the Pharisees. If he said 
that Jews should not pay taxes to Rome, he would offend the 
Herodians and could be charged with encouraging rebellion against 
the Emperor Thus, the trap was laid. No matter how he answered, he 
was caught! 

 
Verse 15b 
But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap me?” he 
asked. “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 

• Jesus confronted their insincerity and told them that he knew they 
were trying to trap him. 

• He asked to see a denarius, a Roman coin. 
 
Verse 16 
They brought the coin, and he asked them, “Whose portrait is this? And 
whose inscription?” “Caesar’s,” they replied.  

• The coin Jesus requested bore the picture of Caesar Tiberius. On the 
other side, it bore an inscription that declared Tiberius to be the son of 
a god. 

 
Verse 17 
Then Jesus said to them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God 
what is God’s.” And they were amazed at him. 

• Jesus adroitly side-stepped the trap by giving the group an answer to 
their question which satisfied both sides in the argument. 

• In fact, his answer to the question was so wisely put that both sides 
were amazed at his skill in handling them and the issue. 
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