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Mark 12:18-27 
 
Verse 18 
Then the Sadducees, who say that there is no resurrection, came to him 
with a question. 

• The Sadducees were the group within first century Judaism that held 
power. The High Priest and his family were of this group. They were 
the ones who sent the Pharisees and the Herodians to Jesus (see Mark 
12:13). Having watched the previous group be demolished by debate 
with Jesus, the Sadducees now step forward to take Jesus on. 

• The Sadducees argued that life ended in death, that there was no life 
of any kind beyond the grave.  

 
Verse 19 
“Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and 
leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry the widow and have 
children for his brother.”  

• This law is recorded in Deuteronomy 25:5-6. It is referred to as the 
Law or Rite of Levirate Marriage. In ancient cultures, women were 
not allowed to work outside of the home. If a woman’s husband died 
and she had no children, she would be left desolate and helpless. This 
law allowed for her continued protection. First, her husband’s brother 
would watch over her as if she were his wife. He would have a son 
with her and that son would grow up to be her protector in her old age. 
While this ancient law is not observed today and seems strange to us, 
it was for the protection of women in a culture where they were 
vulnerable.  

 
Verse 20-22 
“Now there were seven brothers. The first one married and died without 
leaving any children. The second one married the widow, but he also died, 
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leaving no children. It was the same with the third. In fact, none of the 
seven left any children. Last of all, the woman died too.”  

• The Sadducees set up a hypothetical case. There were seven brothers. 
The first married a woman but died before having children with her. 
Each brother assumed his duty under the law and married the same 
woman, following the death of each brother in turn. None had 
children with her. At last, she, too, died. 

  
Verse 23 
“At the resurrection, whose wife will she be, since the seven were married 
to her?” 

• Remember that the Sadducees did not believe in a resurrection. Their 
goal was to catch Jesus in a double trap. They hoped to expose the 
foolishness of resurrection and to show how theologically inept he 
was. 

• They also wanted to show the Herodians and the Pharisees how to 
handle a renegade like Jesus. 

 
Verse 24-25 
Jesus replied, “Are you not in error because you do not know the 
Scriptures or the power of God? When the dead rise, they will neither 
marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.”   

• Jesus accused the most powerful men in Judaism of being in 
theological error. He told them that they did not correctly understand 
the Bible and that they did not recognize the unlimited power of God. 

• He told them that in the resurrection, thus establishing his belief in the 
resurrection, that marriage had no standing. People do not get married 
in heaven and as the marriage vow states (“Till death do us part”) 
marriage ends at death.  

• Jesus said that in heaven people were like the angels, neither given in 
marriage nor married. 

 
Verse 26 
“Now about the dead rising -- have you not read in the book of Moses, in 
the account of the bush, how God said to him, ‘I am the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead, 
but of the living. You are badly mistaken!” 

• Jesus then turned their attention to the concept of resurrection. He 
pointed the Sadducees to the Pentateuch, the five books of Moses, 



 3 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. These books 
were and are the most authoritative section of the Old Testament for 
Jews. He pointed then to the story of the burning bush in Exodus3: 1-
6.     

• Jesus pointed out that in that passage when God speaks from the bush 
he says to Moses, “I AM.” The verb is present tense. He does not say, 
“I WAS.” If, in fact, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had ceased to be at 
death, the correct verb form would be past tense. Thus, by using the 
present tense verb, Jesus was declaring that Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob were still living.  

• Jesus shows his scholarly opponents his knowledge of rabbinical 
Hebrew that was impressive. He understood the technical components 
of the language far better than did they. He showed them how badly 
mistaken they really were. 
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