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Mark 12:28-34

Verse28

One of the teachers of the law came and heard thegbating. Noticing
that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked HOf all the
commandments, which is the most important?”

» Ateacher of the law was listening to the Sadduahssussion with
Jesus. See Mark 12:18-27. He noted that Jesus atbthem very
well. Therefore, he asked Jesus a question. Thiswaa not trying to
trap Jesus as were the others. His was an honestiau

* The question was not new in rabbinical discussitm teachers of the
law argued that there were 613 individual stattlias composed the
law. Some of these they called “heavy” or import@thers they
called “light,” meaning that these statutes haddesmportance. They
were constantly seeking to determine which of thavly laws were
the heaviest or most important.

* This teacher honestly wanted to know what Jesuggtitcabout this
important topic.

Verse 29-31

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is thigiear, O Israel, the
Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord youio@ with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind and ith all your strength.’
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourselhere is no
commandment greater than these.”

» Jesus answered the man’s sincere inquiry sincetlelyjuoted
Deuteronomy 6:4, the great Jewish confession df.fdesus then said
that the greatest commandment was to love God abwrgthing,
and without restraint. Jesus said that the secomadmandment was to
love neighbor as self.



Verse 32-33
“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are rig in saying that God is
one and there is no other but him. To love him wah your heart, with all
your understanding, and with all your strength, ard love your neighbor
as yourself is more important than all burnt offergs and sacrifices.”
* The teacher of the law showed Jesus great respeeting him
teacher. He also indicated that he agreed withsJasswer.

Verse 34
When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he ®aidm, “You are not
far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on none dared ask him
any more questions.
» Jesus told the teacher of the law that he wasalesg to the kingdom
of God. Jesus meant that he was thinking corrattbut the things of
God and the Scripture. However, because the manadiget know
Jesus as the Messiah, the Savior, he was not y&t€Ongdom of
God.
» Jesus’ wise answers to the questions put to hiweggrto those who
wanted to trap him in this way that they were wuglljkto succeed.
This simply meant that he was more dangerous tnhad assumed
at first. They had not given up. They still wantedlisgrace him and
kill him, but they now knew it would require diffemt tactics.
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