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Mark 12:35-40 
 
Verse 35-37a 
While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he asked, “How is it that 
the teachers of the law say that the Christ is the Son of David? David 
himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared: 

‘The Lord said to my Lord: 
“Sit at my right hand 

until I put your enemies 
under your feet.”’ 

David himself calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his son?” 
• Jesus now turns the tables on those who have been asking him 

questions. He asks them a question about the Messiah, the Christ.   
• Most Jews believed that the Messiah would be descended through the 

line of King David. He would, therefore, be of the line of King David 
or “David’s son.”  

• Jesus quoted Psalm 110:1. This psalm was written by David. Jesus 
pointed out that in it David calls the Messiah “Lord.”  In so doing, 
David declares himself to be a servant of the Messiah. Since the son 
cannot be greater than his father in Jewish thinking, the Messiah could 
not be David’s son. Also, the place of honor is given to the Messiah, 
“sit at my right hand,” and not to David. 

• Jesus was raising a very technical argument to show the teachers of 
the law his familiarity with theological complexities The actual 
question, like the questions they had previously asked him, was far 
less important than Jesus’ ability to deal with theological 
complexities.  

 
Verse 37b- 
The large crowd listened to him with delight.   
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• The people were delighted because they realized that Jesus had turned 
the tables on the ones who thought themselves so learned and 
important. The people realized that Jesus had backed the scholars into 
a corner. 

  
Verse 38-40 
As he taught, Jesus said, “Watch out for the teachers of law. They like to 
walk around in flowing robes and be greeted in the marketplaces, and 
have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honor 
at banquets. They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy 
prayers. Such men will be punished most severely.”  

• As the teachers of the law stood by in their flowing robes of office 
thinking themselves so learned, wise, and important, Jesus warned the 
people to look out for them. He claimed that they sought recognition 
that they did not deserve and were hypocrites in that they taught the 
law but did not keep it. He warned that despite their impressive 
prayers they would be severely punished by God for their self-
promotion and for misleading his people. 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled False Teachers. They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. 
Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
 
 

  


