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Mark 12:41-44 
 
Verse 41-42 
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and 
watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich 
people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very 
small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. 

• Jesus sat down near the temple treasury boxes observing the people as 
they gave their offerings. Rabbis sat to teach. The crowd’s expectation 
would have been that Jesus was about to give them some instruction. 
His gaze at the offering boxes would have been enough to direct their 
attention there.    

• As he watched, Jesus saw many wealthy Jews make very generous 
offerings. He made no comment about these gifts.  

• But then a very poor widowed woman came and put two coins into 
the box. The coins she put in were the smallest denomination in 
circulation. Their value was almost nothing.  

 
Verse 43-44 
Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this poor 
widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out 
of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything -- all she had 
to live on.”   

• Jesus was impressed with the widow’s gift because she held nothing 
back. She gave everything, all she had to live on, to God. The other 
people who gave still had enough left to live on even after giving the 
gift they gave. Their gifts were not rejected or diminished. 

• But the widow’s gift was far larger in proportion, for it was 
everything she had. When the two coins disappeared into the offering 
box, she had nothing left! 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Widow’s Mite. They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor 
Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.)  


