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Mark 14:1-11 
 
Verse 1-2 
Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were only two days 
away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for 
some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill him. “But not during the Feast,” they 
said, “or the people may riot.” 

• The Passover (see Exodus 12) was only two days away. It was 
immediately followed by the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Jesus 
instituted the Lord’s Supper at the Passover Supper. He was betrayed 
that night. All this means that these events took place only days before 
the end of Jesus’ earthly life. 

• The leaders of the Jews were still looking for a way to arrest Jesus and 
kill him. But they did not want to have that happen during the holy 
days for they feared the reaction of the people.  

 
Verse 3 
While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a man 
known as Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very 
expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the 
perfume on his head. 

• Jesus was staying in the little village of Bethany at the home of his 
friend Lazarus. Apparently there was a dinner party at another home 
in Bethany at which Jesus was in attendance. 

• The home where this event occurred belonged to one known as Simon 
the Leper. We know nothing about Simon other than what we are told 
here and in Matthew 26:6. Tradition says that he was a well-to-do Jew 
who had been cured from leprosy by Jesus.  

• While Jesus was eating supper a woman came into Simon’s house. On 
the basis of the story told in John 12, some scholars believe that this 
woman was Mary, the sister of Lazarus. However, there are 
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differences between the story as it is told in John and this story. This 
suggests that a similar event may have happened involving Mary at 
another time. 

• The woman took a sealed jar of expensive perfume and broke its seal. 
She poured the perfume on Jesus’ head. (In John 12, Jesus’ feet are 
anointed.) This was an extravagant act designed to show the woman’s 
devotion to Jesus in contrast to the intense hatred of Israel’s leaders.   

 
Verse 4-5 
Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this 
waste of perfume? It could have been sold for more money than a year’s 
wages and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly.  

• Matthew says that those who complained about the waste of the 
perfume were the other disciples. John tells us that Judas Iscariot was 
chief among the complainers. The extravagance of the woman’s act 
offended them. They realized that the perfume could have been sold 
for a lot of money and the money made put to a more practical 
purpose. 

• They were vocally outspoken about their concern. They let the woman 
know that, in their opinion, this had been a wasteful, purposeless act. 
They scolded her because of what she had done. 

 
Verse 6-9 
“Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done 
a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you, and you 
can help them any time you want. But you will not always have me. She 
did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to 
prepare for my burial. I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is preached 
throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of 
her.” 

• Jesus rebuked those who rebuked the woman telling them to leave 
her alone. He called what she did to him a beautiful thing. He said 
that she had anointed his body for its burial before he had died. Jesus 
used the woman’s act to point his disciples to the most important 
event that ever occurred in history, his death and resurrection. 

• Jesus pointed out that poverty is an ongoing problem. He pointed out 
that those who were concerned for the poor would not lack 
opportunity to help them. 



 3 

• Jesus said that the woman’s act would be remembered throughout 
time as a testimony to her. 

 
Verse 10-11 
Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray 
Jesus to them. They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him 
money. So he watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 

• Apparently Judas was extremely upset by Jesus’ rebuke. Judas must 
have been highly offended by what he considered to be Jesus’ 
approval of the woman’s wasteful attitude. He was so upset by this 
episode that he decided he would turn Jesus in to those who sought to 
kill him. 

• Judas did not do this for the money that was offered. The money was 
not the reason behind his action. He was upset with Jesus’ approval 
of the woman’s action. 

• The leaders of the Jews were delighted with his offer. 
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