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Mark 14:43-52 
 
Verse 43 
Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him 
was a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the 
teachers of the law, and the elders. 

• Judas led a crowd of armed men to Gethsemane to arrest Jesus. It 
appears that the crowd was under the authority of the Temple leaders, 
although John tells us that there were also Roman soldiers among 
them. They were armed. This group was probably part of the Temple 
police force that maintained order in Jerusalem.   

 
Verse 44 
Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the 
man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.” 

• Judas had arranged to single Jesus out by kissing him in greeting. The 
agreement was that Jesus would be arrested and taken away under 
guard.   

 
Verse 45-46 
Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. The men 
seized Jesus and arrested him.  

• Judas moved with deliberation to enact the plan.    
 
Verse 47 
Then one of those standing near drew his sword and struck the servant of 
the high priest, cutting off his ear. 

• At first Judas’ plan seemed to be going smoothly. However, one of 
Jesus’ disciples, Peter (see John 18:10) drew his sword and cut off the 
ear of the high priest’s servant, Malchus. John tells us that Jesus 
restored the man’s ear. 
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Verse 48-49 
“Am I leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with 
swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I was with you, teaching in the 
temple courts, and you did not arrest me. But the Scriptures must be 
fulfilled.” 

• Jesus spent everyday of the last week of his life teaching in the temple 
courts. They could have arrested him at anytime during that week. 
Therefore, he questions why all the intrigue and force. 

• He points out that it was done this way in fulfillment of prophecy. See 
Isaiah 53 and Zechariah 13:7.  

 
Verse 50-52 
Then everyone deserted him and fled. A young man, wearing nothing but 
a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they seized him, he fled 
naked, leaving his garment behind. 

• As Jesus had predicted (verse 27), all of them deserted him. 
• One of those who was with Jesus was a young man. This person was a 

disciple but not one of the twelve. Tradition says that this young man 
was John Mark, the author of this Gospel.  

• Normally, a man wore a wool cloak over his under garment. For some 
reason, this young man was not wearing his cloak. That his under 
garment was made of linen indicates that he was wealthy.  

• Someone must have attempted to detain this young man when Jesus 
was arrested. They grabbed his garment and ripped it from him as he 
attempted to flee. He ran away naked.  
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