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Mark 15:1-15 
 
Verse 1 
Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of 
the law and the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound Jesus, 
led him away and handed him over to Pilate. 

• Near dawn, remember the rooster had just crowed (14:72.) the 
decision was made to bring Jesus to Pilate, the Roman governor. The 
reason behind this was that the Sanhedrin had no power to execute 
anyone without the approval of the governor. So, in order to execute 
Jesus, they needed Pilate’s OK. 

 
Verse 2 
“Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate.  “Yes, it is as you say,” 
Jesus replied. 

• Apparently, the charge brought against Jesus in the Roman court was 
not blasphemy. Romans would not have considered it a crime to speak 
disrespectfully of God. However, if Jesus was a renegade king 
preparing to lead an insurrection against Rome, Pilate would be very 
interested. 

• When Pilate asks Jesus if he is king of the Jews, Jesus acknowledges 
that he is.    

 
Verse 3-5 
The chief priests accused him of many things. So again Pilate asked him, 
Aren’t you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you 
of.” But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed,  

• In a Roman court, the silence of the prisoner indicated his guilt. So, if 
Jesus did not deny the many charges that were brought against him, 
Pilate would have to assume them to be true.  

• Pilate was amazed that Jesus made no defense.    
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Verse 6-11 
Now it was the custom at the Feast to release a prisoner whom the people 
requested. A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists 
who had committed murder in the uprising. The crowd came up and asked 
Pilate to do for them what he usually did. “Do you want me to release to 
you the king of the Jews? asked Pilate, knowing it was out of envy that the 
chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. But the chief priests stirred up 
the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.  

• Apparently there was a custom related to the Passover during the 
governorship of Pilate in which he released a prisoner picked by the 
crowd as part of the celebration. 

• Pilate realized that Jesus was not guilty of the charges that were 
hurled at him by the chief priests. So when he was reminded of this 
custom, he tried to get the crowd to agree that he should release Jesus. 

• However, the chief priests out-maneuvered him. They convinced the 
crowd to ask for the release of Barabbas, a murderer and 
insurrectionist. 

 
Verse 12-14 
“What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate 
asked them. “Crucify him!” they shouted. “Why? What crime has he 
committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 

• Pilate clearly wanted to release Jesus as he found him not guilty of 
any crime. But egged on by the chief priests, the crowd shouted out 
that they wanted Jesus crucified. 

 
Verse 15 
Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had 
Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. 

• Even though Pilate knew that Jesus was innocent, he ordered him 
crucified to appease the crowd. 
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