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Mark 15:16-20 
 
Verse 16 
The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and 
called together the whole company of soldiers. 

• Pilate had turned Jesus over to his soldiers to be crucified (verse 15). 
Crucifixion was a Roman form of execution in which convicted 
criminals were nailed to a wooden cross. The nails were driven 
through the wrist bones and the heel bones. It was a slow and painful 
death. 

• To weaken the criminal before the actual crucifixion they were 
flogged. A whip made of several strands of leather was used to beat 
the prisoner. Tied to the leather strands were bits of broken bone and 
sharpened lead. The beating with this kind of whip tore the flesh from 
the body. It was so severe that many prisoners did not survive the 
beating. Jewish law limited the number of strokes to 40. However, 
Roman law, and Jesus was in a Roman court, did not limit the number 
of strokes a prisoner could be given. The usual custom was to beat the 
prisoner to the limit of his physical endurance.  

• The Praetorium was literally the General’s tent. It was the 
headquarters of the army. In settled areas, it was the place where the 
Roman soldiers were housed. 

• All of the soldiers who were there at that particular moment were 
called to witness the flogging. For these men, this would have been 
fun.  

 
Verse 17-18 
They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns 
and set it on him. And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the 
Jews!” 
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• Purple was the color of royalty. The robe that was put on Jesus was,  
most likely, an old soldier’s cloak that had faded and suggested royal 
purple. 

• They made a crown for Jesus out of branches with long thorns of them 
and pushed it down on his head. 

• They then pretended to greet Jesus with the respect due a king. 
• They were having cruel fun mocking Jesus.    

 
Verse 19 
Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him. 
Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. 

• Their rough play became increasingly abusive and offensive.     
 
Verse 20 
And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his 
own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.  

• After playing with Jesus, they beat him to within an inch of his life. 
Then they took him off to crucify him! 
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