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Mark 15:21-32 
 
Verse 21 
A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, 
was passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to 
carry the cross. 

• Jesus was so weakened by the beating he had endured that he was 
unable to carry his own cross to the place of crucifixion. So the 
soldiers pulled a man from the crowd and forced him to carry Jesus’ 
cross. This man’s name was Simon. He was a Jew from the city of 
Cyrene in Libya, North Africa. Most likely he had come to Jerusalem 
to celebrate the Passover. 

• The mention of the name of Simon’s sons, Alexander and Rufus, 
implies that these men were known in the church when Mark wrote 
this gospel. Apparently, they had become followers of Jesus Christ.   

 
Verse 22-23 
They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means The Place 
of the Skull). Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not 
take it. 

• Jesus was taken to a place outside the walls of Jerusalem where the 
Romans conducted crucifixion. The actual location of this place is 
unknown, although tradition has settled on a site.  

• The Jews called the place Golgotha. It is an Aramaic word which 
means skull. The Romans called the place Calvary, the Latin word for 
skull. 

• There, they offered him a drink made of wine and myrrh. This was 
given to dull the pain he was about to endure, but Jesus refused the 
drug, choosing to endure the full pain of crucifixion.     
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Verse 24a 
And they crucified him. 

• Long iron nails were driven through Jesus’ wrist bones and his heel 
bones to hold him to the cross. The cross was lifted up and Jesus was 
left to hang there on the nails driven through his bones. The weight of 
his body paralyzed his diaphragm making it impossible for him to 
draw breath unless he lifted his body weight by pushing down on the 
nails in his feet. The simple process of breathing became 
excruciatingly painful. 

• The sentence is so sinful, but in this act the weight of our sin was 
transferred to Jesus. He endured the penalty for our crimes against 
God.    

 
Verse 24b 
Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get.  

• Criminals were stripped prior to crucifixion to humiliate them and to 
add to their physical pain by exposing their bodies to the elements. 

• The soldiers gambled over Jesus’ discarded clothing. 
 
Verse 25 
It was the third hour when they crucified him. 

• The third hour was 9am. 
 
Verse 26 
The written notice of the charge against him read: THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. 

• Usually a record of the charge for which the person was being 
crucified was nailed to the cross above his head. The charge over 
Jesus head said, “King of the Jews.” 

 
Verse 27-28 
They crucified two robbers with him, one on his right and one on his left. 
(and the scripture was fulfilled which says, “He was counted with the 
lawless ones.”) 

• Jesus was crucified between those who were guilty of their crimes. 
They are in opposition to him as he died for our sins and theirs and 
not because he was guilty of any crime. 

• Verse 28 does not appear in the oldest manuscripts. It is a quotation 
from Isaiah 53:12. 
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Verse 29-30 
Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and 
saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three 
days, come down from the cross and safe yourself!” 

• Even in his final hours people mocked Jesus. They took joy in his 
defeat because they could not understand who he was and why he was 
hanging on the cross. 

 
Verse 31 
In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him 
among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save 
himself! Let this Christ, this King of Israel, come down now from the 
cross, that we may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped 
insults on him. 

• Israel’s religious leaders, those who should have known who Jesus 
was, actually encouraged others in their misunderstanding by joining 
them in mocking Jesus.  

• Even one of the criminals crucified with Jesus abused him. 
• No one understood who Jesus was and that he was enduring the pain 

of crucifixion to set them free from sin and its wages, death. 
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