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Mark 15:33-41 
 
Verse 33 
At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour.  

• The sixth hour is noon. The ninth hour is three o’clock in the 
afternoon. This is usually the brightest part of the day, but on the day 
of Jesus’ crucifixion the sky was dark during that time. 

• The cause of this darkness was most likely entirely normal, an eclipse 
probably. However, its timing is exceptionally important.   

 
Verse 34 
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi lama 
sabachthani?” -- which means, “My God, my God why have you forsaken 
me?” 

• The words are Aramaic. The English translation is accurate. 
• As Jesus neared the end of his earthly life and the weight of 

humanity’s sin fell upon him, he, for the first time in his existence, felt 
completely separated from God the Father. Sin separates us from the 
Father. The intensity of the words Jesus spoke shows how alone he 
felt at the moment of his death.     

 
Verse 35 
When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s 
calling Elijah.” 

• “Eloi” sounds much like “Elijah” in Aramaic. Some of those near the 
cross mistakenly thought Jesus was calling the prophet, Elijah.  

• There was a common belief that Elijah came to help people who were 
in great anguish or distress, particularly those who were falsely 
accused. The people thought Jesus was calling out for Elijah’s help in 
his time of trouble.    
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Verse 36 
One man ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a stick and 
offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah 
comes to take him down,” he said.   

• The vinegar was a sour wine used by poorer people as a beverage. 
• His action was more or less mocking of Jesus. He did not really 

expect Elijah to come to Jesus’ rescue. If Elijah had come, it would 
have proved Jesus innocent of any and all wrongdoing. 

 
Verse 37-39 
With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain of the temple was 
torn in two from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood there 
in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw how he died, he said, “Surely this 
man was the Son of God!” 

• Jesus took a deep breath, released it with an audible sound and died. 
Usually death by crucifixion was long, sometimes taking days. Jesus 
died in only six hours. Usually the person being crucified slipped in 
and out of consciousness before dying. Jesus seems to have released 
his spirit and died. This is all unusual. 

• At the moment of his death, the curtain that divided the Holy Place 
from the rest of the Temple (See Exodus 26:31-33 for a description of 
this curtain.) was torn, indicating that the barrier separating man from 
God had been removed. That it was torn from the top down instead of 
from the bottom up indicates that the barrier was removed from 
above by God, himself. 

• The Roman centurion who stood at the foot of the cross was 
overwhelmed by the peaceful manner of Jesus’ death and the signs 
that accompanied it. He acknowledged that Jesus must have been 
someone of very special distinction. He may not have meant that 
Jesus was the Messiah, but he knew that Jesus was not just an 
ordinary man. 

 
Verse 40-41 
Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and 
Salome. In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for his needs. 
Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also 
there. 
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• Among Jesus’ followers were many women. These women became 
eyes witnesses to the events of this day. They could verify all that had 
happened for they watched these events from a distance.  

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Jesus Died. They have been 
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Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. 
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