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Mark 15:42-47 
 
Verse 42-43 
It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening 
approached, Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, 
who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and 
asked for Jesus’ body.  

• It was three o’clock in the afternoon when Jesus died. The day of 
preparation was Friday, the day before the Jewish Sabbath. The 
Sabbath would begin at sundown on Friday. Since burial could not 
been done on the Sabbath, unless Jesus’ body was removed from the 
cross before sundown, it would have had to remain there until 
sundown on Saturday. Joseph acted quickly so that Jesus’ body could 
be removed from the cross prior to the beginning of the Sabbath. 

• Joseph was from a little village about 20 miles northwest of Jerusalem 
called Arimathea. He was a member of the Sanhedrin, the high court 
of Israel that had condemned Jesus to death. He was waiting for the 
“kingdom of God,” the time when God’s rule would extend over all 
the earth.  

• Unless someone requested the body of a criminal, it would have been 
left on the cross to rot as a visible lesson to others of what happened 
to lawbreakers. Normally, a family member might make a request for 
the body of a family member. Joseph’s act in asking Pilate, the Roman 
Governor, for Jesus’ body was very bold. He was openly declaring 
that he was in opposition to the decision of the Sanhedrin as regards 
Jesus. This would have jeopardized his standing among the Jewish 
leaders and with the High Priest.   
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Verse 44-45 
Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the 
centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. When he learned from 
the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. 

• It usually took days for those crucified to die. That Jesus died in only 
six hours was incredible to Pilate. But the officer in charge confirmed 
the fact that Jesus was dead. Pilate then released Jesus’ body to 
Joseph. 

 
Verse 46-47 
So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the 
linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone 
against the entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 
of Joses saw where he was laid. 

• Because there was so little time before sundown, Joseph could not 
provide Jesus a proper burial. He quickly placed Jesus in a stone-hewn 
tomb.  He sealed the tomb with a stone to keep the body safe.  

• The two women watched what Joseph did and so knew the place of 
Jesus’ burial. 
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