
 1 

Exegetical Notes, Mark 16:1-20 
“He Arose!” 

Prepared by Charles H. Jensen, Cornerstone Fellowship 
101 Kylies Road, Coatesville, PA 19320 

610-384-1375 
charleshjensen@aol.com  

 
 
Mark 16:1-20 
 
Verse 1-3 
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 
Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on 
their way to the tomb and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone 
away from the entrance of the tomb?”  

• The first day of the week is Sunday. So it was early on Sunday 
morning when these events took place. 

• The three women mentioned had followed the progress of the trial, 
crucifixion, & burial of Jesus from beginning to end. On this morning, 
they intended to anoint Jesus’ body, to prepare it properly for burial. 
Clearly, they expected to find Jesus’ body in the tomb into which they 
had watched Joseph place it. They thought Jesus to be dead. They did 
not anticipate his resurrection. Their greatest concern that morning 
was the stone that sealed the tomb. They did not know how they 
would gain access to the body of Jesus.   

 
Verse 4-5 
But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, 
had been rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man 
dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 

• The stone that troubled the women was large, very heavy. It had been 
seated in a groove dug out in front of the tomb’s door. While it would 
have been relatively easy to roll the stone into the groove, it would 
have been very hard to roll it out. But as they approached the tomb, 
the women realized that the stone had already been moved and that 
the tomb stood open before them. 

• The women cautiously entered the opened tomb. Inside they saw a 
“young man,” a messenger from God, an angel. His presence in the 
tomb alarmed the women. They were afraid of him. 
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Verse 6-7 
“Don’t be alarmed,” he said, “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, 
who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they 
laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you 
into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’” 

• The angel reassured the women that they were not in danger. And 
then told them the incredible news of Jesus’ resurrection. This news 
changed the sadness of Jesus’ death into victory. The angel instructed 
the women to find the disciples and to tell them that Jesus was risen. 

 
Verse 8 
Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. 
They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.    

• The women were overwhelmed by the great news that had been 
entrusted to them. They ran out of the tomb, but at first, they were 
afraid to share the news they had been charged to tell. 

 
 

(Most scholars agree that the Gospel of Mark ends here. 
However, at some time an additional ending was attached to the Gospel.) 

 
Verse 9-10 
When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to 
Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons. She went and 
told those who had been with him and who were mourning and weeping. 

• The addition to the facts is that Mary Magdalene was the first of the 
three women charged to tell the news who told it. She told it to Jesus’ 
disciples as she had been instructed to do. 

 
Verse 11 
When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did 
not believe it. 

• See John 20:10-18. Jesus did appear to Mary alone to confirm his 
resurrection. 

• When Mary first shared this news, the concept was so far beyond their 
ability to understand it that even Jesus’ disciples did not believe it. 
They knew that Jesus had died. How could he be alive? 
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Verse 12-13 
Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while they 
were walking in the country. These returned and reported it to the rest; but 
they did not believe them either. 

• See Luke 24:13-35.  
 
Verse 14 
Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them 
for their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had 
seen him after he had risen. 

• See Luke 24:36-49 
 
Verse 15-18 
He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 
creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who 
believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new 
tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when the drink 
deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on 
sick people, and they will get well.” 

• Jesus charged the disciples to carry the good news to all the world. He 
promised that their message would be confirmed by powerful 
manifestations and signs. This happened. See the book of Acts. 

 
Verse 19 
After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and 
he sat at the right hand of God. 

• See Luke 24:50-51 
 
Verse 20 
Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord 
worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied 
it. 

• As the disciples moved out in obedience to the instruction of Jesus, 
God was faithful in confirming their faith in his word. 
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