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Mark 3:20-30 
 
Verse 20-21 
Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and 
his disciples were not even able to eat. When his family heard about this, 
they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”  

• Jesus’ mother and his brothers have been watching him. Seeing him 
and hearing him, they have come to the conclusion that he is crazy. 
Their intention was to take him home with them and to look after him. 
Their concern for Jesus is genuine but they have seriously 
misunderstood who he is.  

 
Verse 22 
And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is 
possessed by Beelzebub! By the prince of demons he is driving out 
demons.” 

• The officials sent from the High Priest in Jerusalem, are of the same 
opinion as Jesus’ family. Their conclusion is that Jesus is possessed 
by demons.  

• The name “Beelzebub” is the Greek form of the Hebrew word which 
means, Lord of the Flies.” This was a name given to Satan. The 
accusation is that Satan himself controls Jesus. 

• The proof of this accusation is that demons obey him. If he was not 
from Satan, why would Satan’s forces obey Jesus?  

 
Verse 23-26 
So Jesus called them and spoke to them in parables: “How can Satan 
drive out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom 
cannot stand. If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 
And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has 
come.  
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• Parables are short stories which are designed to reveal a certain point. 
Jesus begins to use parables in his teaching to make the illogic of 
their argument plain to the teachers of the law. 

• The first parable is about a kingdom or a household in which the 
members fight against each other. Jesus’ point is that such a kingdom 
or household cannot stand. It will destroy itself from within. 
Therefore, if Satan is fighting against himself by employing Jesus to 
cast out demons, Satan is about to fall because his kingdom, house, is 
divided against itself. 

 
Verse 27 
“In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house and carry off his 
possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his 
house.  

• The second parable is about stealing the possessions of a strong man. 
Jesus says you can’t do it unless you first tie up the strong man. 
Likewise, you cannot work against Satan until he is bound. 

• Jesus used these two simple stories to show how absurd the argument 
of the teachers of the law was. Satan would not be working against 
himself. 

 
Verse 28 
“I tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven 
them. But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be 
forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin.” He said this because they were 
saying, “He has an evil spirit.” 

• The Holy Spirit leads us into truth. He tells us that Jesus is the Son of 
God, our Savior. To refuse to acknowledge this truth, that “Jesus is 
the only name given among men by which we must be saved,” is to 
commit an unforgivable sin that has eternal consequences! The 
teachers of the law were committing that sin. 
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